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EDITORIAL 


I managed to ride on a few more trains during 
my recent trip, including the Nene Valley Railway 
out of Peterborough. I was able to pick the 
right day this time. One of the many things 
of interest was the engine hauling the train. 
an ex GWR 28XX 2-8-0 heavy goods 
on loan from the GWR Museum at Didcot, 
where it only has about half a mile of track to 
"Steam 


run on. On reading a publication called 
Railway’, it seems that it is becoming common 
practise for some railways to 'borrow' engines 


from other parts of the country for a season. 

In the April issue of Steam Railway was a 
well presented article on how those ‘so and so 
Australians' had regauged the Flying Scotsman 
to run on the Victorian broad gauge (5'3" or 
1600 mm) freight only trackage of the Melbourne 
to Glenrowan line. The picture accompanying 
the article showed R761, R707 and 4472 on parallel 
lines at South Dynon loco. As an April Fool's 
joke, it was good enough to fool most people, 
particularly those who didn't know the VR system 
very well. 

I also spent a day at the International Model 
Railway Exhibition, presented by The Model Railway 
Club at Westminster, near Victoria Station. There 
were 117 exhibits in the two pavilions, comprising 
59 Trade stands, 33 Club and Society information 
stands and 25 layouts ranging from N gauge to 
Gauge 1 live steam. Of the layouts, six were 
OO scale, four were HO scale, three were N scale, 
two each in 009, O-16.5, O and S scale, and one 
each in S4, HOm, TT and Gauge 1 live steam and 
electric running on the same tracks. All the 
layouts were well presented, and many had been 
seen in Railway Modeller and similar magazines, 
and apart from the big ones, the one that took 
my fancy was the Western MRS HO layout ‘Akten 
Vohwinkel’, where two fixed video cameras enabled 
the operators behind the scenes to view the trains 
running on the front of the layout. 

It seems to me that railways and railway model- 
ling are still alive and well wherever we may be. 

Rex Little 
Editor 
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NOTICE 


publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 


This 


do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
Or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein. This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
sidered unsuitable for publication. 
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Vale - Jack Houlihan Vale - A.E. (Bert) Batch ® 


It is with deep regret that we report the 
death on 12 March 1989 of Jack Houlihan. 

Jack was a very active member of the Branch, 
attending most activities. He ,was a very happy 
and outgoing man who was always willing to give 
help or advice when needed. He suffered a stroke 
eight years ago, and this forced his retirement, 
but rather than sit back and take things easy, 
he became really heavily involved in the hobby. 
His special interest was the electronic gadgetry 
side of the hobby. His layout was an experience 
to see in operation. Notable items of interest 
were automatic coupling and uncoupling, an ingen- 
ious hump yard and automatic train operation with 
point to -point operation, continuous runs and 
a zig zag too. Most of the electrical equipment 
was adapted from old taxi meters and whatever 
other bits and pieces that Jack found which he 
thought would do the job. Although automation 
is not everyone's cup of tea, those who saw his 
layout were always impressed with his ideas. 

On one visit to the doctor, he came home 
with a kitten. The doctor said that it would 
be good therapy for him. This kitten was always 
a source of good natured annoyance to Jack, with 
its adventures on Jack's layout. The kitten 
got as much pleasure out of the layout as Jack 
did! 

At the time of Jack's passing, 
years of age. 

The Queensland Branch salutes the _ passing 
of Jack Houlihan, and we offer our condolences 
to his wife, Noela, his son, Ian, and their immed- 
iate and extended families. 


he was 68 


Steve Malone 


It is with deep regret that we report the 
death on 1 February 1989 of Bert Batch. 

Bert was a quiet, good-natured gentleman 
who became active when the Branch obtained its 
Clubrooms at South Brisbane. Bert was our first 
librarian in the then new Clubrooms, and spent 
many hours sorting through the Club's collection 
of books and magazines. He was very active with 
the Retired Members Section of the Branch until 
poor health curtailed this activity. Bert's 
modelling activity centred around the US railroad 
the ‘Virginia and Truckee’ in HO scale, with Bert 
scratchbuilding two locos, one a 4-6-0 and the 
other a 2-6-0. To achieve this, Bert went to 
night school four years ago and did a course in 
fitting and turning. In.the words of fellow 
member Ken Innes, this was a remarkable achievement 
considering Bert's poor health. His health prob- 
lems started in his childhood. Living near the 
railway line, Bert would pull himself up to the 
windows to watch the trains pass, blissfully un- 
aware that the window sills were coated with lead 
paint. This induced lead poisoning which, in 
turn, affected his kidneys and his heart. 

At the time of his death, Bert was 65 years 
of age. 

The Queensland Branch salutes the passing 
of Bert Batch, and we offer our condolences to 
his wife, Audrey, and his immediate and extended 
families on their sad loss. 

Steve Malone 
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FROM 
THE MANAGING EDITOR 


My apologies for a late issue last time, 
but we seemed to get delays all along the line. 

A member has suggested that I write on the 
duties of the Managing Editor. Apart from writing 
this epistle every two months, the main role is 
a co-ordinating one. Duties include receiving 
mail, checking photographs as to suitability for 
printing, decide on caption size to suit the lay- 
out, forward articles to Helen for typing, receive 
typed articles and send to the paste-up person, 
send completed paste-up to printer, co-ordinate 
printing, collating and posting, and return photo- 
graphs to owners (yes, I know I'm behind in that 
task!). Generally, the job is to keep everything 
moving as close to schedule as possible. 

Any volunteers? 

Roger Lloyd 
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ON THE COVER 


Queensland Railways No 1177 was constructed by 
Glenn Wright from styrene on an Athern chassis 
and follows prototypical practice by having 
automatic couplers and no buffers. 
QR 1177 is on loan to Commonwealth Engineering 
at their Rocklea plant in Brisbane to shunt new 
electric locos. 

Photo by Glenn Wright 
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Hints & Tips 


From most good Engineers Handbooks - useful 
drill sizes to have in your tool collection. The 
information given is for the most common bolts 


used by modellers. 


Size of Bolt Clearance Drill 


Tapping Drill 


16 BA 1/32" or No 68 0.6 mm or No 73 
14 BA 1.05 mm or No 59 1/32" or No 68 
12 BA 1.4 mm or No 54 1.05 mm or No 59 
10 BA 1.8 mm or No 50 1.4 mm or No 54 
8 BA 2.3 mm or No 43 1.8 mm or No 50 
6 BA 2.9 mm or No 33 2.3 mm or Nec 43 
1/8" BSW 3.3 mm or No 30 2.55 mm or No 39 
5/32" BSW 4.1 mm or No 20 3.2 mm or 1/8" 
2.0 mm 2.1 mm 1.6 mm 

2.2 mm 2.3 mm 1.75 mm 

2.5 mm 2.6 mm 2.05 mm 

3.0 mm 3.1 mm 2.5 mm 

3.5 mm 3.6 mm 2.9 mm 


SERRE IE 


Check out a local electrical retailer for an 
old second-hand vacuum cleaner, making sure the 
cloth bag inside is intact, or, if it is one using 
disposable paper bags, that replacement bags are 
still available for that model. Cleanliness is ever 
so important in a train room, and there is nothing 
quite as useful as a vac, Mac. It is best to have 
one for train room purposes only. 
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by Steve Chapman 


Almost every model railway, whether it was 
designed or just grew, has one or more stations. 
There are a few exceptions to this, and it is 
the intention of this article to demonstate that 
a layout without a station may in some cases be 
an alternative worth considering, It may then 
be possible to fit an acceptable layout into a 
far smaller space than was considered necessary 
when you thought that you needed a station. 

What is a _ station? This question perhaps 
needs to be answered first so that we can then 
determine what is not a station, but might be 
considered interesting enough to model in place 
of a station. 

When many people think of a station they 
think of the passenger platforms first. The 
platforms are the most obvious part of the station 
to the public because that is where you must go 

n order to catch a train. This leads to many 
modellers' first mistake; they start to think 
that the platforms are the station, or at least 
that they are the most part of it. These model- 
lers determine the length of their station as 
being the length of their platforms and therefore 
don't have a true idea of how much space a station 
really takes up. 

The correct way of determining the size of 
a station is to take the distance from the outer- 
most home signal to the most advanced starting 
signal. These signals define the station limits 
and everything within these limits can be consider- 
ed to be part of the station. Also the station 
limits need not be at the same point on each of 
the tracks through the station in the same way 
that some stations have their platforms offset 
from one another. 

It has been suggested on a number of occasions 
that a typical small station is between two and 
five times the length of the platforms. There- 
fore if we were intending to build a layout having 
a station capable of properly catering for an 

ight-car train in HO, then we would require plat- 
forms of about 7' to 8' long and the station would 
be somewhere between 14' and 40' in 
A station capable of taking a scale length train 
thus turns out to be a very big thing. 

There are a number of solutions to this prob- 
lem. The one that most modellers choose is to 
reduce the train length and compress the station. 
They perhaps build a station for a five-car train 
that is 10' long where special complex track for- 
mations are included to give direct access into 
parts of the station that would normally be access- 
ed by shunting backwards and forwards within the 
Station limits. Alternatively, they have an 
arrangement where a train shunting at one station 
is using the platform road at the next station 
when it shunts forward far enough to clear the 
points at the station at which it is shunting. 

There is another solution to the problem 
of how much space a scale length station takes 
up. If your layout doesn't have a station, then 
you don't have the problem of selectively compress- 
ing the station in order to get it to fit. 

The question then arises of what to put in 
the layout in place of a station. Plain track 
running through countryside scenery is what most 
people think of when they think of a layout from 
which all stations have been removed, and for 
some modellers for whom construction of scenery 
is the most. important thing, this may present 
a practical alternative. 


length. - 


Does a Layout Need a Station? 


Most modellers enjoy running trains, and 
a layout that has just plain track running through 
scenery is not much different operationally from 
the basic train set. Their requirements are 
for something that has a little more operational 
interest than this, but how can we add interesting 
operation without adding a station. 

One way to do this is to add part of a sta- 
tion. As we determined before, a station is 
a big thing, but if we only include part of a 
station, then perhaps we can fit something which 
is reasonably to scale into a layout of moderate 
size. In fact it may even be possible to build 
a layout that consists entirely of one part of 
a station with the possibility of building further 
parts of the station should additional space become 
available. 

A good example of a part of a station that 
can be built as a stand alone layout is what used 
to be called the Motive Power Depot (MPD). Most 
railway modellers like collecting locomotives 
and many find that the layouts that they build 
will not allow them to have all of their loco- 
motives on the track at once. A layout that 
consists of only an MPD or perhaps an MPD plus 
main line will give far more room to hold all 


of those 'spare' locomotives than a conventional 
layout would. 
For people who like shunting, what better 


than a stand alone goods yard. Far more goods 
yard can be fitted into a board if the other com 
ponents of the station are left out, thus making 
the yard look far more like the major marshalling 
point that you would perhaps like it to be. 
A layout of this type also provides an obvious 
setting for all of those goods wagons that you 
like so much but which would have swamped a conven- 
tional layout. 

For the person who likes passenger coaches, 
a carriage depot with a large train shed where 
complete passenger trains minus loco can be stored 
away would make an unusual but interesting layout. 
Many large stations where trains terminate have 
some sort of storage facility for passenger trains 
when they are not required. Without having to 
take up space with the other parts of the station, 
a reasonable sized carriage storage facility could 
be built. | 

Any of the above parts of a station could 
be built as a stand alone layout. Many people 
though seem to prefer layouts with a continuous 
run. The solution here is to model your main 
line and attach whichever part of the station 
that. you choose to it in an appropriate way. 
The main line can then disappear under a _ road 
bridge at one end of the layout with the rest 
of the station imagined to be beyond the bridge. 
An alternative which would suit the person who 
likes all types of rolling stock is based on this 
solution. Your model can be designed to represent 
the approaches at one end of the station being 
laid out to scale and modelling as far along the 
station as you have room to fit into the available 
space; a road bridge can cross the station at 
an appropriate postion to act as a scenic break 
and the rest of the station is then imagined to 
be beyond the bridge. 

Of course, it is also possible to build an 
interesting model railway which doesn't even have 
part of a station. 

Imagine that your line is at the top of a 
hill up which it is necessary to double head 
trains. You can then model the appropriate tracks 
required to break the extra locos off the train 
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and send them back down the hill. This would 
not be a full MPD as that would usually be at 
the bottom of the hill, but a few tracks might 
be required to hold locomotives until a gap in 
the timetable permits them to return down the 
hill. § Just think of the operational interest 
that you will get from sticking an extra loco 
on the front of every ‘ascending’ train in the 
fiddle yard and taking it back off and sending 
it back while on the layout proper. This also 
gives a reason for having all those extra locos 
‘that you couldn't resist buying. ~ " 

What about modelling the interchange tracks 
between. two main lines. Even if you don't have 
the space to model both main lines as continuous 


runs, you can still. build an effective model of | 


this type, provided that each. main line disappears 
off stage into a sufficiently large fiddle yard 
to be capable of remarshalling trains. 
of this type 


include - | mitra = 

1 an obvious excuse for locomotives belonging 
to two companies; x | | 

2 again a need for all those extra locomotives, 
and | a : o> ae , 

a a reason for quite a few goods wagons. 


The fiddle yard(s) can always be shared between 
the supposedly separate lines. 

An industrial feature such as a coal mine, 
dockyard, or any other sort of industry could 
also form the basis of an interesting layout. 
A layout of this type would suit a person who 
likes shunting goods wagons and who perhaps likes 
collecting odd locomotives which he could repaint 
into supposed private company livery. Also a 
perfect excuse for running small steam locomoties 
and modern diesels on the same layout since the 
steamers could be privately owned and operated 
by the industry itself. 

If sufficient space to model worthwhile indus- 
trial sidings is unavailable, then an alternative 
would be to model interchange sidings where company 


‘Struction of quite complex track plans. 


A layout © 
would have several advantages which 
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locomotives pick up wagons going to the industrial 
area that the 'real railway’ locomitves have drop- 
ped off and vice versa for wagons coming from 
the industry. An arrangement of this type would 
be similar to, but less complex than the inter- 
change between main lines. 

Layouts of the types described are particular- 
ly suited 
group of modellers get together and each builds 
a layout along the lines of the ideas presented 
above. These layouts are designed modular fashion 
so as to permit them to be connected together. 

Modular layouts of this type allow for con- 
If each 
member of the group were to build a different 
part of a station and they were designed to be 


hooked together, then a rather major station (per- 


haps taking. up quite a lot of space) could be 
assembled. Alternatively, a number of small 
industrial layouts could be hooked together to 
form a large industrial area with perhaps a set 
of interchange tracks hooking it into the main 
line (may be at the major station that another 


group of friends put together). 


The result of this type of modular set up 
is. that by modelling a part of the feature each 
as separate modules rather than compressing to 
get the whole thing into one is that a true scale 
representation of some typical railway feature 
can be presented in a space typically used to 


_ display a number of greatly compressed (and there- 


fore not so realistic looking) versions of the 
same thing. 


There are many more possibilities for model 
railway layouts which do not have a complete (al- 
though usually dramatically compressed) station. 
So next time that you decide to start planning 
that new layout, stop and think, 'Do I really 
want to build a layout that is just the same as 
everybody elses, or will I dare to be different 
and build one without a station?'. 
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Buffer Stop Weeds 


by Ted Ward 


Buffer stops at the ends of sidings are a 
facet of the model railway world which has not 
been dealt with in these pages for some time. 
A buffer stop is, of course, the end of the line, 
and as such, tends to be ignored. Like the 
full stop at the end of a sentence, it is only 
missed if it is not there. An examination of 
buffer stops themselves is not the purpose of 
this. discourse, but rather the weeds and accumu- 
lated debris which tend to pile up under and around 
said buffer stops. 

The weeds which are most likely to be found 
growing up and under buffer stops are usually 
species which are native to the area. As model- 
lers, we are perhaps limited in portraying weeds 
to the urbane and to the non-exotic types which 
tend to proliferate in railway yards. Modelling 
materials generally used include flock, coloured 
sawdust, ground foam and dried weeds painted green. 
This last is probably the best method if accurate 
representation is really desired. There are 
only a few expedients which can be used to allow 
some variety between the greenery to be found 
growing unattended around a number of perhaps 
adjacent buffer stops. It is worth considering 


whether such growth should be modest, abundant, 
luxuriant or wildly rampant! It is most likely 
that only modest growth, the mark of a well main- 
tained model railway should be represented. 
Actually, the amount of growth apparent is an 
indication of how active is the Yard Gang, whose 
duty it should be to chip and poison weeds. 

The modelling materials previously mentioned, 
ground foam, etc, should be applied with PVA glue 
to small twigs and then some greenery simply 
attached to the area under and around the buffer 
stop. It may be appropriate to obtain some weeds 
or flora from an actual buffer stop and dry and 
then paint it to represent the real thing. 

The author was taking note of the growth 
of weeds and grass under a buffer top near his 
work-place with a view to writing this paper when 
lo, one afternoon, it was found to have been spray- 
ed with weed killer. Within a few days, almost 
every weed had withered and died, finally becoming 
shrunken wisps of poisoned straw. If this scen- 
ario is to be repeated in model form, perhaps 
TWO masses of vegetation could be prepared, one 
in original green and one in the faded brown of 
poisoned weeds. The two could be alternated 
seasonally, thus representing different times 
of the year or different times that the Poison 
Gang sprays weeds in the area. 
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to the modular layout approach. AD 
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by Geof Coleman 

Building models in Sydney is a little awkward 
when. the prototype is so far away and the other 
modellers are not in close contact. However, 
my burning desire to recreate the Queensland scene 
and the many and varied wagon types has led me 
to low cost innovations. From photographs in 
ARHS (Queensland) publications, and drawings sent 
to me by several well known Queensland modellers, 
I have been able to build many structures and 
rolling stock items. | 

Some structures have been kit bashed, like 
converting ‘Ratio’ brand lattice post signal kits 
No 486 (LNER) to Queensland lower quadrant semaphor 
signals. My C16 Baldwin (2-8-0) was kit bashed 
from a model die casting HOn3 2-8-0. I think 
this could also be used as a basis for a Cl7 with 
a lot more kit bashing. My Bll Baldwin (2-6-0) 
was a brass far eastern distributors spartan series 


HOn3. 
@ Scratchbuilding provides the greatest rewards. 


A jeweller by trade, I prefer steam loco building 
in brass, diesels in styrene. 

Structures and rolling stock I like to model 
in balsa, scale timber, cardboard or styrene. 
My old rule was, if the wagon was of wooden con- 
struction, then I would model it in wood; if 
it was metal construction I would model it in 
styrene or enamel painted cardboard. 

Now mv skill level and techniques have de- 


® Modelling Queensland Railways in HO Scale 


veloped and I can comfortably model in styrene 
and recreate wood grain finish which can be further 
enhanced with brush painted instead of air brush. 


While moulded sole bars, journal boxes and 
guides exist, I simply enjoy fabricating these 
parts piece by piece. In HO scale this can be 
tedious, but beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 
The diversity of detail in QR wagons of the same 
class is a feature of Queensland Railways which 
allows the modeller some freedom. To the point 
that if one makes a mistake or your skill level 
limits the quality of modelling, well at least 
there is a prototype for it in QR. 

While the S scale modellers have some advant- 
ages in sourcing components, HO scale offers other 
no less valuable advantages. Clarity of scale 
is more forgiving; layout trackage for a given 
area gives a little more space. Accessories 
such as model cars, trucks, people signals, trees, 
commercially available kits of buildings and struc- 
tures are more readily available. 

Just the same, I can't help admire the results 
our S scale trendsetting modellers attain. 

While I feel a little lonely modelling QR 
in Sydney, I can't help thinking there are other 
modellers (HO) out there who feel the need to 
communicate with others in a similar predicament. 
In future articles I will describe some of my 
model construction projects and hope that other 
modellers might offer their stories. 
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“Overpowering’” of Trains 


by Ted Ward 


Some of the first model trains that most 
of us ever operated were ‘overpowered', that is, 
one large engine and only two or three pieces 
f rolling stock. Such is the nature of train 
sets, and they will be probably be ever thus. 
The economics of retail supply are such that all 
a train set needs is an engine and a couple of 
"carriages', as the unknowing refer to anything 
drawn by an engine, be it a Pullman sleeper or 
a tri-level automobile transporter. 


The polemics of train sets aside, it is worth 
noting that sometimes the prototype "overpower' 
trains, that is haul a small train with a large 
engine. The reasons for this can be many, and 
are usually such as simply moving the engine to 
a new location and using a small train out of 
convenience rather than waiting for a_ perhaps 
more suitable large train. Indeed, often no 
train at all is attached to the locomotive/s being 
transferred, and so apparently meaningless move- 
ments can sometimes be observed. There is always 
a reason for prototype operations, not like the 
random operation apparent on some model layouts. 

"Overpowering' is a phenomena of concern 
to prototype railways in that it does not contri- 
bute to the economic efficiency sought after by 
cost-sensitive administrations. Similarly, when 
choosing motive power, it is wiser to obtain appro- 
priate power for the type and size of train antici- 
pated to be modelled rather than just selecting 
an engine on looks alone. Certainly, the argument 
can be. raised that 'It is my railway and I'll 
run whatever I like’, but the day may come when 
a closer attempt at realism will be pursued, and 


then the realisation that switchers. or tank loco- 
motives would be more appropriate than articulated 
steamers or SD40s will probably lead to changes 
having to be made. Either way, it is probably 
best to think about the size and type of locomotive 
required rather than simply buying something which 
catches the eye. 

Prototype railways are in something of a 
dilemma on overpowering, as trains generally these 
days are larger and faster and thus require larger 
locomotives. Consequently, when a small train 
is required to be run, often overpowering is simply 
the result of no other type of locomotive being 
on the roster. Nevertheless, instructions on 
the matter have been promulgated for the guidance 
of drivers, train controllers, locomotive rostering 
staff and all concerned with train running opera- 
tions. It is important to remember that ‘over- 
powering’ of trains in instances where the power 
is not required is costing the railway money and 
making for inefficient train running operations. 

Modellers concerned with realistic allocation 
of motive power should remember that unnecessary 
overpowering of trains in the prototype causes 
low fuel efficiency and non-productive costs that 
give no return for financial outlay and make over- 
all train running operations inefficient. 

It is important to remember when allocating 
even model motive power to a train moving task 
on your layout, provision of overpower is not 
desirable. 

An example of ‘overpowering’ of trains is. 
the use of a heavy freight locomotive for suburban 
traffic. Suburban coaches are usually light- 
weight free running vehicles designed to be quickly 
accelerated away from each stop so as to keep train 
services on the move. A freight locomotive is 
certainly able to provide an abundance of power, 
but acceleration is not a necessary feature of 
their performance profile. 
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When an additional locomotive is included 
in a train for traffic purposes, i.e. its movement 
is necessary to facilitate some future train move- 
ment such as a special tomorrow, it is not normally 
moved under its own power. This is an opportunity 
to use an unpowered model (dummy) as a vehicle 
to be delivered to some other motive power depot 
on your layout. This is yet another legitimate 
train movement which can be included in your sched- 
ule or timetable. 


All of the above notwithstanding, it is ack- 
nowledgd that some trains are deliberately over- 
powered by the prototype to meet fast running 
schedules to provide the necessary service to 
customers when required. It is remembered that 


on occasion, a visiting VIP, usually some member 
of our own or a foreign royal family has warranted 
the provision of a special train, of short length, 
light weight and great head-end power. Such 
trains are usually preceded by a light engine, 
that is a single engine proceeding by itself to 
act as a pilot train, to ensure that there are 
no obstructions on the line and that the line 
is in good order. 

In conclusion, it can thus be said that there 
is probably a prototype for powering ANY train 
with ANY engine, overpowered or not. With all 
of the above in mind, overpowering is not a desir- 
able routine activity and your locomotive rostering 
staff should be sent a memo discouraging the prac- 
tice wherever and whenever possible. 
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A Thought to Ponder - On the Journal 


by Ern Raddatz (no Branch) 

The announcement by Roger Lloyd in the March/ 
April Journal that he will be resigning at the 
end of the year as Managing Editor and printer 
of Journal has reminded me that in an earlier 
issue he said he would like'to have a personal 
computer, a laser printer and the necessary soft- 
ware purchased by Fed Com to enable modern ‘desk 
top publishing’ of the magazine to be undertaken. 
The page layout and typesetting would be done 
on screen and the printer would produce the art 
work ready for printing. 

Roger said the reason given by Fed Com for 
not agreeing with his suggestion was that it would 
be necessary for the annual subscription to be 
raised above the present $10 level. But 2i£ it 
would make life easier for those who give their 
valuable time which could be put to other use 
in the hobby, and, at the same time, produce a 
better Journal, why not? 

I have an idea in which the money could be 
raised without resorting to an increase in the 
annual subscription. Now I do not know what 
the equipment would cost, so the figures I give 
are straight off the top of my head and may be 
more or, even better, less. 

Have you worked what it would cost per member 
per year for, say, five years to pay for such 
equipment? According to the Federal Secretary's 
note in the April Journal, we have a membership 
rob otha » bo At $2 per year per member for five years 
this would raise $8510, which would provide a 
substantial amount towards the new technology. 
I doubt if too many members would object to a 
special $2 annual levy for the five years to raise 
the required amount if this money was to be allo- 
cated for Journal publication and not to go into 
general revenue. And remember, it is only for 
five years; after that time the levy would be 
discontinued. 

Because I am now located in Snowtown, I am 
not able to visit a branch, although I intend 
to make an annual trip to Melbourne should the 
Old Vic continue to hold its Moomba Exhibition 
and/or to Perth to witness their carryings-on, 
my main connection with the Association will be 
through Journal. Without that paper I doubt 
if I would remain a member, and I, for one, would 
be prepared to pay a subscription of $12 a year 
for an improved Journal. 


When you consider it, all you actually get 
for your $10 is Journal which, at six issues a 
year, works out at $1.60 per issue. Which is 
not bad when you consider what it costs per issue 
for the other model railway magazines. Look 
at the remarks in Branchline about the cost of 
Practical Model Railways. The additional $2 
only brings the cost of Journal to $2 per issue 
which is still value for money. 

My subscription to the SNCF Society is $12 
a year, and most of that is for air mail postage. 
on the SNCFS Journal which is published four times 
a year. I get more out of the SNCFS Journal 
than I do the AMRA Journal, but that is no reflec- 
tion upon the efforts of the AMRA editorial staff. 
It's simply because the SNCFS Journal publishes 
more material directly about my modelling prefer- 
ences. The AMRA Journal contains matters of 
relevance to my general model railway interest, 
but I doubt if there are any other members who 
follow my particular interest which must be the 
reason why ‘Allo ‘Allo was not a success. 

Other than for improving Journal or making 
life easier for those involved in its production, 
there is no real reason for increasing the annual 
subscription. Roger did suggest that it could 
be used to bring representatives from other States 
to the Federal Annual General Meeting. Personally 
I think that that suggestion is not feasible. 
Paying the return air fare, accommodation, meals 
and so forth just to bring a member from Victoria 
or Queensland would not leave much change from 
$1000, let alone bringing representatives from 
the West or the Northern Territory. 

A much better way than that would be to only 
let a State have the Fed Com for, say, five years 
then it would be taken over by another State. 
An objection likely to be raised against this 
suggestion would be along the lines of ‘But what 
about the archives?'. Well, a quotation from 
a garbage disposal company would take care of 
that in short order. 

In another thought to ponder over, I will 
be asking how relevant is the federal organisation, 
but for the moment the question I have presently 
posed is a thought for the members to think about. 
Arguments for or aginst and counter proposals 
are invited. 
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1989 Victorian Branch Exhibition 


PReasgeapns by Geoff Brown 


Three interstate layouts 
were featured at the 
1989 Victorian Branch Ex- 


hibition. This isa 
scene from Franklin 
County. 


The 60 Class Garratt is 
hauling a wheat train 


through Crafton. 


e 


C class on the broad 
gauge on Broadford 
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A V/Line B Class crosses 
the level crossing on 
Kyneton at the 1989 
Victorian Branch Exhi- 
bition. 


Stock and Grain facilities 
at Kyneton, 


| Warwick Brisbane's N class 
at Kyneton Station. 
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Part 1 - Save All the Valuable Energy 


by Ted Ward 


When the continuing advances in technology 
coupled 
with the reduction in the number in a train crew, 
usually by the elimination of the poor old guard, 
trains are being operated more efficiently by 
modern railways. With the increasing opposition 
being afforded by transport competitors, often 
by using technology developed by the railway itself 
the competitors to our railways are affording 
considerable opposition, and indeed, getting even 
closer to usurping the railways long held position 
of Number One People and Goods Mover. 

With every possible efficiency being effected 
in the other aspects of train operation, attention 
has been turned once again to practising energy 
conservation. The slogan Save All Valuable Energy 
i.e. SAVE, has been adopted to promote the concept 
of conserving fuel. 


The following points towards efficient oper- 
ation of prototype locomotives can easily be repli- 
cated in the way we operate model locomotives. 
The notes are designed for operation of diesel 
engines, but some of the principles can be utilised 
in driving a steam engine. 


The following is copied verbatim from a notice 
distributed by one of Australia's most successful 
railway systems, and acknowledgement and thanks 
are given for allowing publication. 


YES - WE CAN BE AN ENERGY EFFICIENT RAILWAY 


In practising energy conservation, 
driver can help by the following: 


you the 


LOCOMOTIVE SHUT DOWN 

When opportunity exists, locomotives should 
be shut down to conserve energy. Follow existing 
instructions. 


LOW IDLE FEATURE 
On locomotives so fitted, centre the reverser 


if the locomotive is to remain stationary for 
some time. 
MOMENTUM 

Momentum used wisely means fuel saved. 


Use train energy on the move to conserve fuel. 


DYNAMIC BRAKE 

Dynamic brake operation is more cost effective 
than air brake use. Use it when possible for 
reducing and controlling speed. Extended Range 
Dynamic Brake is very effective in lower speed 
ranges. Use it to bring train down to low speed 
prior to stopping. 


CHARGING THE BRAKE PIPE 

Do not unnecessarily rev diesel engine when 
pumping air. Return throttle to idle as _ soon 
as the main reservoir gauge indicates normal cyc- 
ling between cut-in and cut-out pressures. 


THROTTLE USE - MODULATION 

Pause between notches when altering throttle 
setting. This will allow the locomotive load 
control system to provide for a new fuel setting 
required ensuring efficient fuel use. 


COASTING/DRIFTING . 

When train running conditions are favourable, 
allow the train to coast or drift as a means of 
conserving fuel. 


ENERGY COSTS MONEY - OUR MONEY - USE IT WISELY 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex | 

I can say that at least since the end of 
1968, every new member has received a copy of 
the Federal Constitution, current at the time. 

In 1983 a revised one was printed after bal- 
lots had been held and members were invited through 
the Secretary's Desk to contact the Federal Secre- 
tary if they wanted a copy, and as a result of 
the interest shown in constitutions, no one did. 

In 1987, following some input from the Branch- 
es, a further two ballots were held and a grand 
total of 103 out of 823 voted. The reprint of 
this version was distributed through Journal. 
Admittedly a couple of pages were transposed, 
but these were corrected in the next issue. 


But it is evident from recent letters in 
Pop Valve that some members have not read the 
Federal Constitution in its proper context. 

It must be pointed ‘out that Clause 12 is 
the only one that has any bearing on Branches 
and Sub-Branches; all the others deal with aspects 
of the Federal body, so any attempt at juggling 
these clauses to claim they effect Branches is 
just plain ignorance. 


IP VALVE/ FROM THE MAILBOX 


One letter made much play on how the Federal 
Committee is elected. Just 11 nomination forms 
were received by the Federal Secretary prior to 
the last AGM, of these two were useless as they 
nominated Keith Wilcox as President, even though 
on the form it was indicated that he would not 
be seeking re-election, two were complete and 
Signed by the nominees, one was for Graham Larmour, 
the other for Steve Chapman. The other seven 
were nomination and seconders for Brian Tyson 
as President and Harry Gibson, Ken Edwards and 
myself as Committeemen. This state of affairs 
has been par for the course throughout the life 
of AMRA. 

Yet that body ‘Fed Com’ have been accused 
of wanting to hang on to office at any cost. 
Hells bells, what honour and prestige is there 
supposed to be on being on the COM, the receiving 
end of more brick bats than bouquets. I bet 
if there was any glory, we would be overwhelmed 
with nominations. I am only sorry that members 
in other States have had to see so much space 
taken up in Journal in recent issues with the 
verbiage over constitutions and the NSW Branch. 

We went through a similar 'political period’ 
some few years ago which resulted in members drop- 
ping out in scores. 
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_ All this arose from a personality conflict 
and an attempted coupe that backfired, the welfare 
of the Branch being the last consideration and 
any statements to the contrary are plain bull. 

— Norm Read 
New South Wales 
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The Managing Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Roger 

One lesson that I have learnt in recent months 
about our much publicised hobby with its numerous 
how-to-model magazines is the less you write, 
the less you read, the more time you have to spend 
on your own model trains. But sooner or later 
you need to have a break, and when you do, it 
is very nice to be able to sit back and relax 
with a cuppa in one hand, and our Journal in the 
other. 

It seems that some members are of the opinion 
that model trains make model trains, and when 
we put them away in their boxes at night, the 
trains somehow seem to get together and organise 
our Association for us. Let us just get back 
to reality. Behind every model train there is 
a humany story, and behind every model train assoc- 
iation there are a group of human stories. Just 
as we model different railway scales and gauges, 
so do we model different human ideas and opinions. 
Just as we like to exhibit our different model 
train creations, so do we also like to exhibit 
our different human problems created by our model 
trains - hopefully via a model train magazine 
such as our Journal. All of the members who 
just want to keep dropping everything to build 
the latest how-to items on offer in this issue 


of Journal - that's fine. You turn over the 
page, find that section and get to work putting 
them together. However, all of those who want 


to relax for a few minutes longer and share a 
human dimension to their modelling and in their 
association, and/or who just want to keep pace 
with what is happening at our clubroom and the 
human reason as to why - then stay with me and 
read on. 

Please allow me to be one of the members 
to congratulate Margaret Goldrick and Charles 
Nightingale on their thought provoking and moving 
human story about the NSW Branch in the March 
Journal. Here are two people who obviously really 
do care about what the NSW Branch has accomplished 
under very difficult circumstances. A mirrored 
reflection back onto the 1988 NSW Branch Commit- 
tee's work and guidance. It is always very easy 
to criticise, but oh so hard to praise. They 
Overcame this hurdle to bring us an excellent 
report and very well written that has certainly 
influenced me. 

It does pay to rummage through your old Jour- 
nals, and surprise, surprise. Recently I came 
across a very relevant how-to article in the July 


1987 Journal No 179 where Roger Lloyd was explain-_ 


ing about Journal deadlines, i.e. 15th even month 
deadline for general articles, State News and 
all articles with photos; 25th even month deadline 


for letters to the Editor. I have detected some 
general confusion over these two dates. I myself 
had been incorrectly using the earlier 15th date 
as Journal's deadline for everything. As a sug- 
gestion, may be I had been doing the right thing 
afterall, because perhaps LONG letters to _ the 
Editor should be in as early as possible. Although 
this letter is running later than usual. 

Allow me to also congratulate the 1988 NSW 
Branch Committee because of their request for 
contributions from the members, which, in my opin- 


ion, was a magnificent gesture. The existing 
old NSW Constitution does not require the Committee 
to submit any draft copy of constitutional changes 
to the members for comment (I hope those NSW mem- 
bers who did make the effort to reply did pick- 
up that revelation and include it as one of their 
amending suggestions for the future new Constitu- 
tion). Quite obviously the NSW Committee has 
ignored the existing NSW Constitution's slackness 
and adopted a new State-wide communal attitude. 
Apparently they must have said something like - 
"Let's not hold a meeting just for the locals, 


instead let's get ALL the NSW members involved 


via postal correspondence". Well done Bob! 
You and your team deserve our praise for that. 
I had given up expecting any request, because 
it is very rare indeed to have a Committee engaging 
in action ‘above and beyond’ the requirements 
of the Constitution. 

STOP PRESS! An important news flash has 
just been received here in Sydney, interrupting 
my writing of this letter. 

....Dateline Sydney Thursday 20 April 1989 
stop New Constitution was submitted to AMRA 
NSW members today for voting within five weeks 
stop NSW Committee has rejected many good sug- 
gestions submitted earlier by members for inclusion 
into that Constitution stop The Committee's 
detailed reasons for the rejections will be releas- 
ed at the NSW AGM on 6 May stop- End of message... 

I don't know what that is all about, and 
I don't have the time right now to figure it out. 
So I will just keep to presenting my prepared 
script. 

I therefore make the prediction that those 
candidates who will fail at the NSW AGM will be 
those standing on issues. Because the membership 
majority are demonstrating loud and clear that 
they are not interested in issues. It therefore 
becomes easier to further predict that the winning 
champion contestants at the NSW AGM will be those 
persons with outstanding personal attributions, 
e.g. very regular Clubroom attendance, have a 
workable flexible personality and have fixed but 
not obsessively destructive solutions to the human 
problems our model trains create. I will be 
looking forward to seeing if I am right. 

On such short notice (because I have been 
tied up with other matters), I have not had the 
time to investigate Journal's publication problems, 
therefore I cannot wade too deep into that dispute 
at the moment. My memory recalls that Roger 
Lloyd has been insisting on have a membership 
fee increase to maintain or improve the current 
quality of Journal. My understanding has been 
the Federal Committee was refusing to raise our 
fees and preferred Journal to jump into an unknown 
future. As we have just learnt, now Roger, in 
sheer human desperation, prefers to stop publishing 
Journal altogether, whether the fees are raised 
or not. Also from Harry Gibson's letter in the 
March Journal, I detect the Federal Committee 
may have shifted onto neutral ground and are now 
waiting for us to tell them what we want them 
to do. On this understanding of the evidence, 
it would seem that the Federal Committee should 
be getting some various format quotes from two 
or three publishers, and then reproduce those 
detailed quotes in Journal for our discussion. 
As a wild suggestion, may be Western Australia 
or Queensland Branches might be interested in 
supplying one of those publishing quotes or know 
someone else who will. According to the credits 
shown in Journal, the current printer is the AMRA 
Victorian Branch, not Roger Lloyd. Therefore, 
I don't fully understand what is happening. if 
Roger is stepping down, wont someone else replace 
him from the Victorian Branch? If not, why not? 
At a guess, may be Roger owns the printing equip- 


| im to publish Journal? 


agament and the Branch members have been helping 
If this is so, would 
Roger be interested in hiring his printing equip- 
ment to the Victorian Branch FOR A FEE? (The 
printing equipment is owned by Victorian Branch 
and operated by Roger Lloyd - Managing Editor.) 
(Please note I have no idea how delicate that 
equipment is.) If Roger is interested, for how 
much? Would the Victorian Branch be interested 
to take over Journal's publication without Roger? 
If so, for how much? Some time later down the 
railway .track, when these pieces of information 
and quotes. have all been gathered, presented and 
discussed, may be Federal Committee might then 
like to put to the membership a postal vote on 
which choice/quote/format should be accepted for 
our future Journal. In the meantime, just to 
get the discussion snowball rolling, how many 
members out there would be willing to pay a higher 
fee for an improved magazine service, i.e. for 
a JOURNAL EVERY MONTH. The outdating problem 
with my last Journal article arose because Journal 
was two months behind with the news on what the 

NSW Committee was doing. Therefore it seems 
@.: me what we are really in need of (after a prin- 
ter) is a more up-to-date news service which would 
be less embarrassing for all of us. Of course, 
I naturally realise that a Journal every month 
would only contain HALF the present contents. 
The writing work if it remained the same would 
be evenly spread over two one monthly lots. 
The printing work would be double, and that would 
blow out the cost. I suppose it would be a luxury 
that most might reject, but out of curiosity how 
much for such a dream? How much for a more-news 
more-often speed service to provide us with at 
least a ‘oneupmanship' over our main competitor's 
association with their once every two months glossy 
magazine? May be the Committees might not be 
in favour of a Journal every month on the grounds 
that they already know what is happening, and 
therefore the extra cost to them for such a service 
would be considered a waste of money. However, 
I wonder what the ordinary member who usually 
remains away from the Clubroom thinks on this 
issue? The ordinary member who currently never 

nows until two months later what has been happen- 
6: I suppose we will have to wait another 
TWO months to learn of this reaction. 

Another dead issue according to Journal re- 
action so far, but very popular at the Clubroom, 
is the current debate over whether ALL AMRA members 
should be given the vote. At the moment only 
attending AMRA members can vote at the State AGM. 
It is a sobering thought when one realises that 
the majority of us have never in our life been 
able to vote for a candidate to represent us on 
an AMRA State Branch Committee (and if all that 
research of mine was correct in the last Journal, 
perhaps I should be saying, on ANY AMRA committee, 
although ONE Federal 
be the exception). 
of us State members 
State’s Clubroom, we 


In theory, 
on a bus, drove us to the 
might be able to get through 
the crowd to register a vote. However, in reality 
this never happens. Therefore, the majority 
of us continue to miss out on having a vote for 
one AMRA excuse or another. As a result, some 
locals believe that attendance-only voting is 
not only an undemocratic voting method for a Branch 
which is allegedly suppose to be representing 
the whole of the State, but realise that it is 
also an impractical voting method because the 
State's Clubroom could not accommodate all of 
its State's members if they all decided to attend 
the State's AGM. The counter argument to this 
is that AMRA members outside the local area, even 
if they were given the vote, would not exercise 
their voting right anyway, because they would 


election many years ago may 
if they put all 
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not know who to vote for. However, I don't think 
that hundreds of uninformed AMRA members should 
be criticised and disadvantaged just because some 
AMRA contestants refuse to advertise themselves 
in Journal. Anyway, so the debate rages, all 
leading up to the big NSW voting day as to whether 
proxy or postal voting should therefore replace 
attendance-only voting. As the NSW campaign 
closes, some interesting last moment developments 
have been drawn to my attention. The final voting 
arrangements have the all-vote supporters now 
split into two camps. The NSW Committee by a 
clever last ditch manoeuvre have turned like minded 
members against one another for this election 
by ruling that NSW members will not be allowed 
to vote in favour of proxy AND postal voting. 
Instead, members will be forced to vote in favour 
of one OR the other OR none. Thereby splitting 
the all-vote supporters to campaign against each 
others method, as well as campaigning against 
the other attendance-only vote supporters. On 
the first draft of the new NSW Constitution, 
Clause 28B stated 'All votes to be given personally 
at AGM'. That of course meant no proxy voting 
and no postal voting would be allowed. However, 
after some intensive one-sided lobbying, the final 
draft on which NSW members will be voting on has 
been amended and will now give an alternative 
choice, i.e. proxy or no proxy, but the other 
half of the case, i.e. postal voting, has been 
totally ignored by the Committee. Therefore 
if you want to post off a postal vote in favour 
of postal voting (to guarantee you your voting 
right wherever you are in the State, whether you 
are sick or not, to guarantee that all your choices 
are voted for, and to guarantee consistant delivery 
of all your voting choices year after year, you 
will have to do the unthinkable and vote to dis- 
approve the whole of the new Constitution as pre- 
sented, so that it can then go back to the Commit- 
tee for further amendment, this time to your lik- 
ing. Also, would NSW members please note that 
it is necessary to vote in this election one way 
or the other or to totally disapprove of the Con- 
stitution (until the majority, and, in most cases, 
that's you, are given a vote - a postal vote). 

To finish up on a lighter note. Recently 
I complained that when our Journal is late or 
when our Clubrooms' program is not published in 
Journal, I don't know which day to show up at 
the NSW Clubroom for the activities. On receiving 
another one of my complaints, a local Committeeman 
instantly marched me to the door, through the 
hall to the magazine rack (phew), where a copy 
of NSW's Smoke Signals was opened up and I was 


asked to read the general information section 
which states - ‘Meetings at Clubtooms, Chapel 
Lane, Rockdale, are held on lst and 3rd Saturdays 


and 2nd and 4th Fridays’. In other words, you 
don't have to wait for the official program guide 
to arrive via Journal. All you need is a monthly 
calendar page. Then you can easily calculate 
for yourself which actual four days during every 
month the NSW Clubroom will be open for activities, 
unless it is a public holiday. I then decided 
to really push my luck by complaining about that 
awful wording. Wouldn't it be better and far 
clearer if that notice actually read ‘ACTIVITIES 
at Clubrooms, etc', instead of suggesting boring 
talk meetings. However, when I looked around, 
I found that I had been left standing there all 
alone. I wonder why? May be it was a distant 
Signal that enough is enough. Our 10 minutes 
has expired. Everybody should be back with their 
trains. | 
John Reid 
New South Wa.es 
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As you will read this, another Model Railway 
Exhibition will have come and gone. The 1989 
show was very successful with the attendance 
figures back to pre expo shows. I think all 
members who visited the show will agree that all 
exhibits were of a very high standard. There was 
a couple of layouts that would appeal to somebody 
thinking of coming into the hobby, they would 
probably think to themselves ‘well I could do 
something like that’ and then at the other end of 
the spectrum super detailed layouts like Keith 
Truemans "Broadford" and Rodney James "Crafton". 
My Favourite was the "Barfilight Railway” built 
and operated by Ken Walker. This railway is a 
model of an Indian Narrow Gauge Line. No matter 
what aspect of the hobby you are interested in it 
was catered for at the 1989 Brisbane Model 
Railway Exhibition. 


Model Railway shows are run by people (pretty 
obvious) but at times I wish the show would just 
run itself but to all those members, their 
families and friends who gave so freely of their 
time especially the ladies, my sincere thanks. 
Kerri Hayes and her team of ladies do things so 
well, everything just seems to fall into place 
with a minimum of fuss. WELL DONE LADIES. 


If an award was to be given to a member for a 
individual contribution to the success of the 
show it would have to go to Jim Bilby. Jim built 
our new information stand and various other jobs 
before the show. The information stand is a 
beautiful piece of workmanship and will serve the 
branch for many years to come. One member was 
heard to comment when he saw the stand for the 
first time "boy you’ll need a gold pass to get 
into the stand". It might be an idea to name the 
stand "Bilby’s Rest" in recognition of Jim's 
work. He certainly deserves a rest after the 
effort he has put in. 


Another Jim I would like to mention is Jim 
Fainges. Jim retired on the 28th of April 1989 
after working for the Queensland Main Roads 
Department as a model maker, he held this 
position for 16 years. Jim, on behalf of all the 
members of the Queensland Branch I would like to 
wish you a long and happy retirement. 


Now Some Food For Thought: 
In the past we had an Exhibition Committee 
usually made up with members of the Committee of 
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Management. The C.O.M. members took up these 
positions because it was near impossible to get 
people to serve on the Exhibition Committee. Its 
got to the point now where the 


work load of the committee especially the 
secretary has become so great it may be time the 
Exhibition Committee is brought back into 
existence. Failing this, the position of 
Exhibition Secretary or Assistant Secretary be 
created to take some of the work load of our 
Branch Secretary. Something must be done to 
spread the work load more evenly around. I’d 
like to hear your views on this matter and as 
soon as possible. 


Still on the exhibition all our exhibition 
equipment including the fencing will be stored at 
the one location. It will cost us a bit, about 
$ 2,500.00 per year but I think the cost is 
justified as the equipment will be in weather 
proof storage and being in the one location will 
make things a little easier as far as maintenance 
and transport to and from the exhibition hall 
goes. Another cost associated with the show is 
advertising. This year we’ve spent a shade over 
$3,000.00, surprising isn’t it ? To be a little 
different we had a banner made to have across 
Edward Street in the centre of the City. It hung 
there for two weeks before the show and really 
stood out, this little bit of advertising cost 
the Branch $1,250.00. Next year, it will be a 
little cheaper because we won’t have the cost of 
producing the banner. Another cost incurred 
running the show is meals. You may be surprised 
to learn there was a minimum 240 meals provided 
at each sitting to exhibitors and members alike, 
the cost a little over $2,500.00. Other costs 
involved are the hire of the halls, expected to 
rise by 25 percent next year, insurance, 
transport costs for the clubs’ exhibition 
equipment, transport costs for the exhibitors 
equipment and so it goes on, it gives you some 
idea of just what’s involved in running The Model 
Railway Exhibition. 


Jim Christie our Secretary sent out eighty (80) 
exhibition roster forms to members in South East 
Queensland, we only received eleven (11) back. 
WHAT DID YOU DO WITH YOURS ? 

Once again my sincere thanks to all those who 
helped out at the show. 


Bob Mawson 
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The 1989 AMRA Exhibition - As | Saw It 


7 a 4 
| F ; L44* Pw 
BY ALAN MACDONALD - 


A 
Another year has past, and another exhibition is 
behind us. Generally regarded as getting better 
year by year. As usual, Trade Stands by J & J 
Zig Zag,, Valley Toyland, Railco, Bill Webb 
Strathpine, Mr Toys ,Quality/Scale Model 
Distributors, K & R of Kipparing and Gabba 
Hobbies, loaded with everything the modeller 
could wish for, excellently presented and all 
offering some real bargains. 


This year 
Bus. Marklin products to the fore, 
and other well known brands. This is the sort of 
stuff that causes we modellers to do a lot of 
wishing. 


for the first time we saw the Marklin 


Static displays by Terry Paton and Merv Volker, 
‘both specialists in memorabilia, and both 
displays were well presented. Also A.R.H.S. 
were represented. 


Live steam models were well represented 
Brisbane Steamers, featuring Laurie Wood’s 3801 
and ’Red_ Baron’ recently featured on 
"Wombat", others included Qld Pioneer Steam Co- 
op, Q.S.M.E.E.. 

he 

Q.S.M.E.E. 


Hor collectors were well represented by a 
large display, featuring items of the class I 
played with as a boy 55 - 60 years ago and still 
running and looking new. 


Other club exhibits came from U.P. club, Model 
Railway Group, All Gauge Model Railroad Club, 
Railway Modellers Club of Queensland, Southside N 
Scale Club, Brisbane N Scale Club, Beenleigh and 
District Model Railway Club and a small display 
showing what the visitor to "The Train Place" 
All these were very well 
presented and some huge layouts among them. 


British specialists were well represented by the 
South Brisbane Group of Rail Modellers. 


ae 
Private exhibitors included layouts such as Ralph 
Simpson which showed what could be achieved 
without incurring any great expense, easy built 
and operated as should be for a beginner, before 
moving on to bigger and better such. as 
exemplified by Bert Nielsens exhibit or Noel 
Lavals L G B Layout. Also as exhibited by John 
Lees (incidentally given great help by youngsters 
as were other layouts) - the hobby is not going 


to fade away. With these helpers a new club 
member, Aaroon Simpson at 13 years of age, has 
just ‘scratched’ a QR diesel completed in time 
to be able to run on John’s layout. On visits to 
the club rooms of recent weeks I’ve observed the 
progress made by this young fellow, and the help 
and guidance which came from that top 'scratcher’ 
Steve Malone and his great pal Tony Weber. 


4. 
"Bari light" by Ken Walker showed a fairly large 
layout in the process of construction, while more 
on the actual construction process was being 
demonstrated by Jim Fainges, situated alongside 
the new information booth, beautifully 


_A good bush layout was that as 


plus Arnold | 


constructed by Jim Bilby, and manned by a fellow 
who says he loves talking with people - yes, Jim 
himself. Nearby, of course, was "Suggits” 
siding where would be shunters could try their 
hand at the shunters puzzle, where the readout 
shows just how good or bad your may be. 


shown by Darcy 
Brittain and Jeff Entwistle, and of course Rod 
James’s "Grafton". Another good layout, but on 
continental lines was that W Jutte, and son Leon, 
helped consistently by their good ladies. This 
layout extensively controlled by the latest 
electronic methods. 


5.An interesting exhibit was that the Brisbane 
and Ipswich Rail Film Society as was also that of 
a group fairly closely connected, the Rosewood 
Railway Restoration Society. 


Keith Trueman was present again with "Broadford", 
which by now is becoming well known Australia 
wide. Continued exhibiting in years to come will 
no doubt receive as much interest as it has done 
so far. 


Two long distance travellers exhibited this year, 
both from Sydney, Else and Wal Corben back this 
year with a different spread to that shown at 88 
show whilst "Central Bridge: by Brian Moore and 
his wife, amongst alongside the Corbens was 
almost saying to the public ’look at these’. 


6. 
One layout which must be singled out, not 
elaborate, but beautifully done, was that by 
Vince and Gladys Ford (did anyone particularly 
notice the at work done by Glad ?). The layout 
featured the main layout in H.O complete with 
large fairground, ferris wheel, knock em stalls 
etc., a smaller inset on a higher level in "N" 
and (shades of Expo 88) a monorail around the 
fairground area. This monorail seems to be the 


first Queensland public display of a model of the 
Expo 88 Monorail, and its familiarity to most of 
the younger modellers continually drew cries of 
recognition. 


At some time or other over the weekend most club 
members could be seen throwing their weight into 
making the weekend a success and of course no 
report, should be completed without mentioning the 
canteen so ably run by the ladies and helpers. 
They provided a pleasant repast for all 
exhibitors on the close of Saturdays activities, 
plus a busy weekend attending to the appetites 
and thirsts of visitors. 


Last of all, Queensland weather showed every body 
just how beaut it can be. 


Hope to see you all again at an even bigger and 
better exhibition. The R.N.A. pavilion in better 
shape this year, very clean, due to nature having 
provided a thorough washing by rain before the 
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Nos, 
nin, 
me 


From the President 


By the time you read this note a new President and 


elected 
prevailed 
will 


a new Management Committee will have been 
and I trust that the dissension that has 
Since the last (1988) Annual General Meeting 
be only a memory. 


Despite the strain under which your Committee -has 
been working, much has been achieved. On the HO 
layout (apart from the peninsular area) trackwork 


is complete, track occupancy indicators are 
operating and some signals have been installed, as 
has some scenery. The layout is proving very 
popular,. with four trains frequently operating at 
the same time. 


The "N" scale layout has reached the stage where 
limited operation is possible and some impressive 
scenery is taking shape. Work is progressing on the 
stations on the "0" gauge layout. The roofed over 
area outside the rear door has been completed with 
its stainless steel sink and filters for cleaning 
utensils used in creating layout scenery. 


The Ladies Auxiliary has provided new padded chairs 
and a new refrigerator. A large new library 
cupboard has been built and the vast number of 
books and magazines have been sorted. 


The annual exhibition at Liverpool was highly 
successful, déspite competition from the many bi- 
centennial activities. ' 

On top of all this the Committee has managed to 
revise the Constitution to 
incorporation of the Branch. 


prepare for the 


AMRA_ Journal 


Saturday 3 December 1988 


ee AMRA Queensland Branch Christ- 
3 mas picnic. Special photo 
stop organised for AMRA by 
loco crew Des and Chris Malone 
Paul Scrivens seen here photo- 
graphing the photographers. 


All this and more has been achieved by the team 
work of the Management Committee and other members. 
As President, I thank them all for their efforts 
and for their support. I won't mention names for I 
would be sure to miss out some members. 


I trust that all members will give their full 
Support to the new Committee for the benefit of the 
Branch and railway modelling. 


Bob Wardrop 


RHE HH He Meee es 


Layout News 


"O" GAUGE LAYOUT NEWS 


It would appear that at long last passengers on 
this system will not have to endure the barren open 
Space on the main station platforms. 


The fifth contractor for constructing the station 
buildings must have his. business on a sound basis, 
as the previous four went. bankrupt or something, as 
nothing eventuated apart from submitting ideas but 
I don't think we will take it up with 
"Investigators". 


A permanent station set up is taking shape over the 


other side of the layout in lieu of the "loaned 
one", time will tell if the station buildings and 
overbridge follow on from the construction of the 


platforms. 


Norm Read 


AMRA Journal 


Q LAYOUT NEWS 


Some signals are appearing in the area around 
Parker, these are for the benefit of the "slot car 
drivers" and will indicate if they have the road or 
if a steady stop is required. 


As the 189th issue of Journal must have been washed 
down stream in the Murrumbidgee flooding, members 
were not aware of the programme set down for April 
lst: testing and driver training. 


Some vehicles were checked for coupler height and 
back to back and they should perform more reliably. 
We should repeat this. 


Road and bridge builders are at work in several 
places and some of the open spaces will have a 
different appearance before long. 


Both terminal stations are now back in operation 
and we should see some other form of operation than 
just going around in circles, a few have already 
found that this becomes boring. 


A mechanical problem with one of the double slips 
has been remedied, trains should now head in the 
"right" direction. 


Norm Read 


N SCALE REPORT 


Or: Where To Be Larger (And Higher) Than Life 


On recent Monday nights in corners of the Rockdale 
clubrooms, one can sense a convivial air amongst 
the inhabitants. This easy, contented spirit wafts 


like incense around the echoing surfaces of the 
hall. No matter that the slanted rain pummels and 
roars against the far away iron roof... our minds 


are reaching for a clear, blue horizon that only we 
Can see. 


Or: A 


Accumulation of Annoying Alliteration 


Sinuous shape of the lingulate 
Dave deftly deliniates a_ bendy 
which is voraciously vested in 
vividescent vistas of virtuoso verisimilitude by 
versatile veteran Val. John's judicious laying of 
light lines complements the competent construction 
of the tenacious Tony. Meanwhile, moving mountains 
is a monumental matter for myself. Piles of 
polystyrene proclaim a pending problem of keeping a 
comfortable composition in a claustrophobic corner. 
Not neglecting Neil, seeking solace in subterranean 
schemes of powering Peco points, acrobatically 
assisted at intermittent intervals by contortionist 
Keith, the project ploughs persistently to 
perfection. 


Splitting the 
limitrophe, 
backdrop, 


Or: A Boring Explanation of the Above 


building a strong, complex backdrop of 
masonite which will split the peninsula down -the 
middle. His mum, Val, is painting on the sky as 
soon as each section of the backdrop is completed. 
John Lischeld and Tony Smith are laying the 
branchline in code 55 railcraft track, and John's 


Dave is 


pointbuilding efforts are a joy to behold. I'm 
still wondering exactly how the mountains around 
Bennett station should be shaped, While Neil and 


Keith are very busy with the wiring under the main 
station Wallamundra. Its always busy on worknights 
and the layout is progressing well. 


Glenn Watson 


HEHHH HEHEHE HHEHHE HHEKE 
Program 
JUNE 
Sat 3rd Auction 
Fri 9th Layout Operation 
Sat 17th OPEN DAY 
Fri 23rd Slide night 
JULY 
Sat lst Layout Operation 
Fri 7th Layout Operation 
Sat 15th Layout Operation 
Fri 21st Video Night 
Meetings at clubrooms, Chapel Lane Rockdale are 


held on: 


ist & 3rd Saturdays and 2nd & 4th Fridays. 

Meetings, unless otherwise specified, are: 
Fridays: 7.30pm to 11.00pm 
Saturdays: 2.00pm to 5.30pm 


Note: A.M.R.A. N.S.W. Club room telephone number is 
59 1899. 


All correspondence re N.S.W. Branch matters should 
be addressed to: the Secretary, A.M.R.A. N.S.W. 
Branch, P.O. Box 194, Rockdale, N.S.W. 2216. 
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Trivia 


When the growing range of LGB locomotives 
extends to modelling the narrow gauge railways 


of Wales, 


where names like Lloyd, 


Llandilo and 


Llewellyn abound, will it become LLGB? 
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~ President's Piece 


As indicated in the last Journal, 
to keep these notes to the usual one page. 
The deadline for the -previous notes fell 
on the same weekend as our Working Bee and, as a 


I hope 


result, I failed to mention those who attended. 
I have given myself six cuts for this serious 
oversight. I would now like to thank all who 


assisted in some way. Jack Treseder, Bob and 
David Marsden, Peter England, Bill Morehouse, 
Arthur Jenkinson, Bill Secker, Brian Southwell, 
Graeme Nitz, Bob Edwards, Roger Lloyd and Ron 
Polistena and wife Maxine and the two kids. It's 
just great to see a whole family helping, espec- 
ially at a Working Bee. Thank you Maxine, and 
thank you kids. 

As a result of the working bee, the Club- 
rooms were in a very tidy situation for the Vis- 
itors' Day on the following Sunday. The day 
itself was perfect, which was most fortunate as 
the previous day had been a hot and blustery 39°. 
My thanks also go to the people who helped make 
the day a_ success. The only problem was our 
layout which developed a fault late in the day 
and it could not be immediately rectified. 

I would also like to thank those people who 
travelled from Seymour and Warrnambool; 1*<do 
hope you enjoyed your day and hope that you can 
make it again next year. 

I was recently talking with some members 
about what appears to be a declining interest 
(in this State at least) in the hobby. One of 
the comments made was that it could have a lot 
to do with the attitude people have towards rail- 
ways generally. Comments in the media from var- 
ious groups (usually road transport) talk of poor 
management, inefficient operation, money losers, 
etc. Unfortunately senior rail management do 
not come back to counter these claims. As long 
as rail systems in this country are required to 
carry people, they will continue to lose money. 
The great rail systems of Europe are no different. 
Overall, not one is making a net profit with the 
movement of people, yet the countries owning them 
continue providing the necessary funds for new 
carriages and improvements to the infrastructure. 


Why, because these countries see their railways 
as an essential part of the total European trans- 
port system, not in isolation as appears to be 
the case here. What are your thoughts on the 
matter? 

By the time you read these notes the Melbourne 
Model Railway Society will have taken up residence 
in their new _Clubrooms at _ Kew. The MMRS has 
been welcome guests of the AMRA since the fire 
in August of last year which destroyed their layout 
and library. We wish them all the best in their 
new location and hope they can have their layout 
operating before the end of the year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 


and rolling 


AMRA Journal 


thank those members who spent quite a lot of their 
time adding items of detail on to the Kyneton 
layout. It looked just great at Camberwell. 
You’ may now rest on your laurels or whatever it 
is you normally rest on. an ed | 

While still on Camberwell, I would like to 
mention briefly the layouts as shown inthe Exhi- 
bition Guide. | eae : ae 

Stand No _1 was The Marklin. Bus. .. This bus 
was specially set up to show what, is available. 
in Marklin from gauge 1 down to gauge Zz... It 
also had operating dioramas featuring Faller prod- 
ucts and Arnold (N gauge) rolling stock. The 
bus will be travelling around the country to most 
of the model railway venues. Keep a look out 
for it and make sure you take the time to look 
inside. 
Stand No 2 was the AMRA U drive layout. The 
layout was built by Bill Morehouse and featured 
Thomas the Tank Engine (along with Friends). 
Judging by the crowds of children waiting to drive, 
the layout would have to be one of the most 
popular. 


Stand No 3 was the TNT Harbourlink Monorail. This 


HO scale model showed what could be achieved by 
including this form of model into the normal model 
railway. Of interest to me were the buildings, 
vehicles and people. 

Stand No 8 was the Kingfield, Twinlakes and 
Maine Railroad which has seen a few changes since 
it was built in 1980. This award winning layout 
has been an inspiration to other narrow gauge 
modellers. A highly detailed layout with a lot 
of operational interest. 

Stand No 12 was Crafton, the well known layout 
of Rodney James with an interesting collection 
of NSWGR steam locos and rolling stock. Apart 
from watching the superb operation which included 
faultless remote uncoupling for shunting, I learnt 
that it was common practice to more cattle in 
times of drought in high sided open wagons when 
there are insufficient cattle wagons available. 
This was explained to my by one of the operators 
who at one time was a Station Master on the Queens- 
land Railways after I asked a question about moo 
cows being carried in open wagons. So there 
you are, don't be afraid to ask questions at Model 
Railway Exhibitions. 

Stand No 13 was the Emu Mountain and Lake 
Leake Railway which was built by two teenage broth- 
ers using commercial items and the scenery building. 
methods of the Croydon Narrow Gauge Group. The 
layout proved that with guidance, junior modellers 
can build a layout that will operate satisfactorily 
in a four-day exhibition. 

Stand No 14 was the Triang-Hornby Vintage 
Railway which featured 25-30 year old locomotives 
stock with the latest in flexible 
track and electronic control systems. A trip 
back to another time when most of us were just 
Starting out in the hobby. | 


~ 
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Stand No 17 was the N gauge Clinchfield Rail- 
road based on the Railroad of the same name in 
the US. Being on a smaller scale, this layout 
was able to have a lot more detail and longer 
trains than some of the HO/OO layouts. The oper- 
ators made it a point to explain to interested 
viewers the methods used for tree construction, 
buildings, rock castings and resin poured rivers. 
Very good PR for the hobby - good work fellers. 

Stand No 19 was the Franklin County Railroad 
based on the narrow gauge railroads of New England 
(US) in the early 1940s. This layout was built 
as HOn24 and features code 40 and 55 track with 
the points being hand laid. The locos and pass 
cars are mostly brass kits, while the feight cars 
are scratchbuilt. The majority of the buildings 
are scratchbuilt and based on real buildings in 
the area. Again another narrow gauge layout 
with a wealth of detail and inspiration for the 
discerning modeller. I was able to spot the 
bear and the hunter, but where was the bare lady? 

Stand No 23 was the Frankenbergbahn private 
railway, and as the name implies is set in the 
southern region of West Germany. Emphasis had 
been made to depict a railway of the 1950s;  how- 
ever, classic trains of other eras also made ap- 
pearances from time to time. If you like Marklin, 
Fleishmann, Roco, etc, then this layout would 
have got your motor going. A most impressive 
layout with a lot to offer. 

Stand No 26 was the AMRA's Kyneton layout. 
A much improved layout from last year. So much 
so that some of the visitors thought it was a 
different layout. I hope someone did take some 
Photos for Journal this year! As with most Club 
layouts, the bulk of rolling stock is provided 
by members. I would like to thank the members 
who ran their trains, particularly with scratch- 
built cars and brass locos. Also a thank you 
to the MMRS members who assisted with rolling 
stock, as well as operational help. 

Stand No 28 was the Keith Trueman layout 
Broadford. This layout was first featured in 
Journal (No 185) and then fully described in Issue 
No 151 (August 1988) of the Australian Model Rail- 
way Magazine. As I tend to be ever so slightly 
biased to Australian prototype, I must admit to 
‘looking forward to seeing this layout in the flesh, 
so to. speak. I was not disappointed; it is 
a magnificient layout. Thank you Keith, and 
I hope your trip back to Brizzie was no where 
near as traumatic as on the way down to Melbourne. 

Stand No 29 was The Original Hornby and 
Friends. This layout featured many of the orig- 
inal Meccano built Hornby trains, well almost 
original. Over the years some of the items have 
had to be, shall we say, ahem, revitalised. 
Still, they looked good dashing around the layout, 


no doubt bringing back a lot of fond memories 


for those who don't mind remembering their own 
childhood days. 

Stand No 30 was the LGB Association's layout 
which featured a mythical US narrow gauge mountain 
railroad. As everyone knows, LGB is BIG. This 
was amply demonstrated with a layout that had 
both commercial, as well as handbuilt equipment. 
The sound effects that the locos produced as they 
went around the track were very convincing, in 
particular that German diesel-hydraulic. 


‘That covers the operating layouts; however, 
there were the Commercial Stands; the Australian 
Railway Histor Society, a Layout Construction 
Demonstration (presented by Branch Line), the 
Australian Association of Live Steamers, Steamrail 
Victoria Pty Ltd, the Model Builders (construction 
centre), the Show Cases (full of competition en- 


social get together. 
in July, please keep it in mind. 


tries) and last but not least, was the AMRA Infor- 
mation Centre. For those of you who were unable 
to attend, I hope this gives you an idea of Camber- 
well '89, 

For those of you who model Victorian, i.e. 
VR or. V/Line, take heart. _ While talking with 
the man from Powerline at Camberwell, he made 
mention of the fact that AS and BS cars will become 
available first in the V/Line colours and be fitted 
with Commonwealth bogies, and later will be avail- 
able in VR blue and gold and be fitted with the 
Original Argentine bogies, as was the case with 
the Spirit of Progress. In addition, the obser- 
vation car will be produced in its original con- 
dition. So start saving those dollars as of 
now. 

Rumours abound at the moment on the future 
of the Warrnambool and Bairnsdale rail lines. 

pparently both are due for maintenance, i.e. 

tie renewals, etc, which is a costly exercise. 
Unofficial comments are being made that current 
levels of patronage don't justify the cost. Let's 
see what the next few months bring. 

Last item. V/Line is looking at buying 


some Self Propel il Vehicles for inter- 


urban traffic. Some of the centres to be served 


include Sunbury, Bacchus Marsh and Seymour, to 
name aie few. Tenders are to be called soon. 


Look at the Pacers that British Rail use and you 
will get an idea of the type of vehicle they are 
interested in. 

Well there it is. 
but less than last Journal, 
hope you don't mind. 


It's more than one page, 
but only just. I 


Geoff Brown 
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Ladies Night 


The Ladies Night at the Tivoli Theatre Rest- 
aurant on Saturday 15 April was very much enjoyed 
by all of those who came along. 

The AMRA Victorian Branch members that didn't 
join us missed on some good laughs and some juicy 
bits of scandal too! 

For instance, did you know that half of those 
participants who were under 40 years young are 
really ‘Senior Cits'? That our serious and dedi- 
cated Exhibition Manager Bob Edwards was. seen 
‘spooning’ with a lovely blond lady from the cast? 

Our President Geoffrey Brown was asked to 
do some serious ‘moaning'; after a couple of 
attempts at it (moaning that is), he was told 
that he definitely needed to do some serious prac- 
ticing. 

Wally Stuchberry was accused of ‘'dribbling' 
through Henry Higgins. Bill Secker had the cast 
wondering whether the hair transplant on his shiny 
head hadn't taken. 

Bob Dall and yours truly were picked by the 
compere to participate in a 'Name the Tune’ con- 
test. Fortunately cheating was okay - Graeme 
Nitz was very helpful in that department. Bob 
Dall is now the very proud owner of a ‘fleet of 
cars' (on paper) and I of a brand spanking new 
blue and red ‘Porshe’. Unfortunately both are 
Matchbox. 

You see if you would have come along you 
wouldn't be wondering what else happened that 


HEHHH 


_ I wouldn't be allowed to report. 


Hope more of you will join us at our next 
The casserole night is 


Elizabeth Secker 
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1989 Exhibition Report 


Another Exhibition has been and gone and 
I would like to thank the exhibitors and members 
who assisted in the presentation of the Exhibition 
at Camberwell. The attendance figures were almost 
identical to last year which was very pleasing. 

The other very pleasing aspect of this year's 
Exhibition was the large number of interstate 
exhibitors which included Bill Webb Model Railways 
and Keith Trueman's Broadford HO layout, both 
from Queensland. A little closer to home from 
New South Wales the following exhibitors made 
the trip down: TNT Harbourlink Monorail, Rodney 
James with his Crafton HO layout, Gerrey Hopkins 
Franklin Country HOn24 Railroad and Marklin Dis- 
tributors with The Marklin Bus. 

The 1990 Exhibition will be held as usual 
at the Camberwell Civic Centre from Friday 9 March 
to Monday 12 March, inclusive, with set-up on 
the Thursday. 

The 1989 awards were as follows: 

BEST PRIVATE LAYOUT 
Crafton - Rodney James 


BEST SOCIETY OR GROUP DISPLAY 
Kyneton - AMRA Victorian Branch 


BEST COMMECIAL DISPLAY 
The Marklin Bus 


BEST DISPLAY BY PUBLIC VOTE 

Franklin County Railroad - Gerrey Hopkins 

Open Modelling Competition results were as 
follows: 
WINNER AMRA CUP BEST MODEL 

Peter Jenkinson - VR GJF 273 Hopper Wagon 


BEST LOCOMOTIVE 
Bryan Dennison - LMS Beyer Garrat No 4992 


BEST ROLLING STOCK 
Passenger - Peter MacDonald - VR 7 ABW Coach 
Freight —- Peter Jenkinson - VR GJF 273 
Hopper Wagon 


BEST LINESIDE STRUCTURE 
Ritchie Congleton - Mornington Loco Shed 


BEST JUNIOR MODELLER 
Jonathan Boswall - VR U 1133 Van 


FYBREN AWARD - BEST AUSTRALIAN PRODUCED KIT 
Jonathan Boswall - VR U 1133 Van 
Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 
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General News 


MARCH MEETING 

No meeting or competitions held on account 
of setting up the Camberwell Exhibition. 
APRIL MEETING 


Jack Treseder gave a talk on some concepts 
to be considered in planning and constructing 
a new model railway system. 


Some details covered in the talk were as 
follows: 
‘ Use three separate plans, i.e. layout, elec- 
trics, scenery. . 
Consider scenery heights and depths with 


regard to baseboard(s). 

: Consider cross members in relation to under 
layout point motors. 
Use a size of point in planning, one size 
larger than you will use in the actual con- 
struction, i.e. use size 6, but plan using 
size 7. 
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Consider the use you are going to make of 
the projected floor space under the layout, 
i.e. cupboards, storage, clear space, etc. 


: Use screws (No 8) instead of nails and/or 
glue and drill the screw holes. 
‘ Hints on building bridges, culverts, cuttings 


and cut off chains. 
Note: Jack has in his possession a drawing by 
John Holland Constructions of typical constructions 
with regard to railways, which is available for 
perusal by members. 

Also, Albert Van de Kuyt showed a video of 
the Triang Hornby Vintage Railways. 


Models for Display 
Roger Lloyd displayed kit buildings (kit 

bashed) for the branch layout. The buildings 
are on two levels (for front and back) for instal- 
ling between Morehouse and Gorfield. 

Bill Secker displayed the following: 
1 Mitre Right cutting tool. 
2 Tru-Sander 

These are both manufactured by North West 
Short Line and are for use on soft plastics and 
thin pieces of wood. 
3 VR Vinelander Coach fitted with ‘flush glaze’ 
windows, 
4 Wall paper with British locos as pattern, 
10 different locos repeating. Rolls of 50 cm 
wide, 10 m long. Available from G Jensen Wall- 
papers, 656 Glenhuntly Road, Caulfield. 

Arthur Jenkinson showed a dye for casting 
signal levers to fit PMG switchboard keys (has 
been donated to the Branch). 


Competition Results 


Photographic - Red Tait or Dog Box Train 
Slide - S Westerman - Tait train at Hurst- 


bridge 82 points 
Photo — none submitted 
Models - Australian or other kit 
R Polestena - VR 21AW Coach 94 points 
HE HHHHH eH HE HHH 


WORKING BEE 


A reminder that the next working bee will 
be held on Sunday 4 June in the morning, followed 
by a USA timetable operation on the Club layout 
in the afternoon. 
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TIMETABLE OPERATIONS 


A USA prototype operating day was held on 
the Club layout on Sunday 5 March, with 14 members 
in attendance. Stock, etc, was supplied by 
G Nitz, A McKenna, T Shenton, D Marsden, R Main, 
R Bogie and J McClure. 

A UK prototype operating day was held on 
Sunday 2 April, with 23 members in attendance. 
Stock was supplied by P England, A McKenna, 
J McClure, M Martin and W Secker. 


HHH HH 
AUCTION NIGHT 


To be held on Thursday 8 June. Those desir- 
ing of having items auctioned are requested that 
prior to the night, obtain and fill in the form 
(available from Clubrooms). Also state on the 
form a reserve price for the item/s. 

Commission on items to be auctioned is as 
follows: ; 

: 10% of 'knock down' price for sold lots 
(with no maximum limit) 

: 10% of ‘final bid' price up to a maximum of $1 
on unsold items 


HHH HH 
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agar REQUIRED 


The Librarian, Brian Southwell, — requires 
information and material about AMRA early days. 
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GAS STOVES 
The Branch requires a donation of one or 


two domestic gas stoves to replace the existing 
gas stove. 
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LAYOUT VISITS 


To be held on Saturday 17 June. 
have not been finalised. 


HHHEH 


Details 


HHH 
LATROBE VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB 


The LVMRC has an exhibitionn at Morwell High 
School on Saturday, Sunday and Monday of the 
Queen's Birthday weekend in June. 

Further on this weekend, three first series 
YY Class locos in coloured livery will be on display 


HHHEH HHH HHEKEE 


t the APM siding between Morwell and Traralgon. 
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MINI EXHIBITION 


To be held the last weekend in August. The 
Branch would like to hear from members who could 
have layouts and equipment, etc, for display. 
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VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 


] Managing Editor for Journal 
2 Printer for Journal 

These positions will be required to be filled 
in early 1990 on the relinquishment by Roger Lloyd. 

The Treasurer states that the handling and 
printing of Journal earns the Victorian Branch 
approximately $3000 per year, and the Branch has 
about $12 000 in capital equipment, such as print- 
ing machine, etc. 

The Victorian Branch is desirous of contin- 
uing this work, and therefore seeks volunteer(s) 

Please notify the COM 


or the above positions. 
py the end of June 1989 if interested. 


HHEHKH 


3 Co-ordinator to handle the planning and con- 
struction of a rear section for the Kyneton 
layout. 

4 People to carry out tasks in the planning 


and construction of the rear section for 


the Kyneton layout. 
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Layout Reports 
CLUB LAYOUT 
Further to the electrical fault as _ noted 
in Journal 189, it was found that a faulty assembly 
of a disconnect plug and socket at Littlebank 


Station caused the fault. This has since been 
repaired and the layout is back in operation. 
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LAYOUT TRAINING 


For members desiring to learn how to operate 
@.:. layout (and to practice on same), it has been 
decided that instruction and training in such 
will be carried out on running days (the last 
Sunday of the month) where the person in charge 
will arrange such on request by any member. 
Also, on Junior Modeller days (the Saturday 
prior to the first Sunday of the month), instruc- 
tion and training in the layout operation will 


be available to a limited number of members at 
any one session. Refer to R Marsden if inter- 
ested. 

Also, instruction sheets are being prepared 
covering operating, etc, of the layout. Members 
will be further advised when these are available. 


HKHHH 


WEEKDAY OPERATING 


The COM requires the names of any members 
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who would be interested in participating, on a 
regular basis, in an operating session during 
the weekdays on the layout. 

HEREH HEHEH HHH HHHHH 


REQUIRED 


The Branch requires a loan of V/Line orange/ 
tangerine locos and auto carrying wagons. 

These are required for a TV program that 
is to be filmed on the layout. 


HHHHH KHEKK 


Library Notes 


Now let's 
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imagine you are writing a sales 
pitch for rides on a restored steam train - a 
luxuriously restored steam train. How would 
this grab you? 

"Who is that lady?" he asked the waiter 
refilling his coffee cup. 

"Ah, that would be the Contessa, Sir." "A 
Contessa?" "Yes, I believe so, Sir - she owns 
a shipping line, they say." "What a coincidence" 
he thought, retiring to his compartment. 'So 
do I. 


The restored steam train was the Southern 
Cross Express, and the quotation is from Southern 
Cross Express Magazine, a glossy promotional prod- 
uction. It's sad that the idea didn't pay. It 
was a bold venture based on the belief that people 
are prepared to pay big money for up-market nostal- 
gia. Perhaps the sort of stuff quoted above 
put them off? 

Trackside in New South Wales is simply a 
photograph album, random train shots taken from 
the mid 60s to the present. But the shots were 
taken by Greg Triplett, the captions are inform- 
ative and evocative and it’s a nice, unpretentious 


production. Fifty-odd pages, paperback, in land- 
scape format, it's produced by Macedon Project 
Services. One quibble: the captions for the 


photos on pages 18 and 39 have been transposed - 
I think. 
A quite spectacular book was published a 


few years ago called A History of the Railways 
and Tramways of Tasmania's West Coast. The author 


was Lou Rae, and he has now provided further de- 
tail on one of them, The Abt Railway, again pub- 
lished by himself. A slimmer volume, naturally, 
but full of information and including some quite 
beautiful photos, many surprisingly, in colour. 
Abt is the name of a rack system for extreme 
grades; the Abt Railway long provided the only 
practicable access between the enormous Mt Lyell 
Mine, Queenstown and the port of Strahan. 

Dorrigo, a small town high in the hills behind 
Coffs Harbour was connected to the North Coast 
Line at Glenreagh, to provide an outlet for the 
produce, especially timber, of the fertile, moun- 
tainous Dorrigo plateau. It opened in 1924, 
lost money all its life, and was closed in 1972. 
That might have been all we were to know about 
the line, except that it is claimed as one of 
the most scenic branch lines in NSW, and that 
the Hunter Valley Steam Railway and Museum wanted 
a working line for their collection of rolling 
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stock. After the usual interminable negotiations, 
they were given permission in 1983. By 1986 
the line was negotiable again, the Museum's stock 
had been moved to Dorrigo, and it is hoped that 
soon there will be timetable running again. The 
story of the rise, fall, and rise again are told 
in Malcolm Paull's The Glenreagh to Dorrigo Branch 
Railway, published by ARHS (NSW). 

The first thing to say about Little Coastal 
Railways of the Adelaide Plains is that it is 
a pleasure to look at. Privately printed and 
published books in our area are often hack jobs 
from a design viewpoint, but this one aims higher 
and mostly makes it. David Mack grew up in the 
smoke and cinders of a railway and finally retired 
from a highly responsible railway position. He 
can speak with knowledge, and one feels with love, 
of the little railways that serviced, particularly, 
the Glenelg area. Little trains running down 
Adelaide's main streets, track laid directly on 
sand (even through a cutting in a sand dune!), 
horses replacing locomotives (temporarily) during 
a dispute with local shopkeepers. Interesting 
stuff, well presented. 

Back to the present, and to a present in 
another sense. The present is from Norm Read 
on his visit to the Camberwell Exhibition, and 
it is a publication aimed at users of the State 
Rail Authority of New South Wales, of their major 
freight users in particular. It is not available 
to the public. 


It is called Pick Your Wagon, and it gives 
every possible dimension to every possible wagon 
that a user (or a modeller) could desire, as well 
as locomotive power and wagon classification codes. 
Thank you Norm, again! 

Model Railroader is an essential part of 
any modeller's education, and the compilations 
they make from time to time should certainly be 
read by any new chum and can always provide useful 
revision to the most’ experienced. I've just 
picked up two of them. 

Kitbashing HO Model Railroad Structures is a 
collection of MR articles by Art Curren. Using 
a familiar technique, a detailed description of 
a specific project, he presents a flock of tech- 
niques that we can all find useful, fitting build- 
ings to odd spaces, or just creating different 
buildings. 

Malcolm Furlow's HO Narrow Gauge Railroad 
You Can Build is again derived from an MR series 
teaching techniques by describing the building 


of a specific railway. I wonder how many model- 

lers have actually built the pike (it was pub- 

lished in 1984). It certainly doesn't matter. 

Inspiration and a wide range of techniques are 
the name of this game. 

Brian Southwell 

Librarian 
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Program 


JUNE 
3 Sat Junior Modellers - your equipment - 
10 am - 3 pm 
4 Sun Working bee - 8.30 am to noon 
4 Sun Timetable Operation - USA prototype - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
8 Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm - Auction Night 
Model - Australian or other kit 
Photo - abandoned right of way 
17 Sat Layout visits - 1 pm from car park 
opposite Clubrooms 
25 Sun Running day - your equipment - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
JULY 
1 Sat Junior Modellers - your equipment - 
10 am - 3 pm 
2 Sun Timetable Operation - UK Prototype - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
13. Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm - Photographic 
Techniques 
Model - Open standard categories 
Photo — 24/74" gauge models 
15 Sat Social Night - 7.30 pm 
30 Sun Running day - your equipment - 
1.30 - 5 pm 
AUGUST 
5 Sat Junior Modellers - your equipment - 
10 am - 3 pm | 
6 Sun Working bee - 8.30 am to noon 
6 Sun Timetable Operation - Australian proto- 
type - 1.30 - 5 pm 
10 Thur Social Night - 8 pm - Slides - a chance 
to flash your six best slides 
Model - Australian or other kits 
Photo - gangers trolley 
ee Mini Exhibition - 10 am - 5 pm 
Note: No running day in August 
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As mentioned in the Victorian 
section of Journal 188, here 
is a photo (courtesy V/Line) 
of the Ford Co BFW (now VBCW) 

auto parts vans as they first 


appeared in 1977. The vans 
are 23.5 metres over’ the 
pulling’ lines and 4.2 metres 
high. / / 
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Branch News 


GREAT TIMES AHEAD FOR AMRA, WA BRANCH INC 


What an exciting time it is in the history 
of the WA Branch of the Australian Model Railway 
Association. On the verge of moving into its 
new Clubrooms, custom built to suit its require- 
ments for the next decade. On the verge of pre- 
senting its 14th Model Railway Exhibition. On 
the verge of its Annual General Meeting to consider 
the achievements of the past 12 months, and to 
look to the future. 

It's all been possible - and will continue 
to be possible - only with the full support of 
every member of the Branch. Let's look at each 
of these forthcoming great events separately. 


The New Clubrooms 


There's a report inside by the Project Man- 
ager, Barry Keens, as well as a ‘report’ from 
Kermut, who claims to be ‘your roving reporter’. 
Both indicate great progress, and it is _ hoped 
that we may be able to start the move across to 
the new premises soon after the Model Railway 
Exhibition. Certainly, if we can do any moving 
before that, without diluting the effort available 
from members for the Exhibition, we will do so. 
Indeed, it is intended that all the gear that 
we take to the Exhibition from Meltham will not 
e@:: back there, but go straight to the new home. 

arry wants some help from members in the finishing 
of the building, so put on your working duds and 
come along. Cleaning the brickwork with Spirits 
of Salts is one such task to be done. 


The Annual General Meeting 


Be there and have your say! 
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A_ REPORT FROM 'KERMUT', OUR ROVING REPORTER 
$s RRR ENG REPORTER 


eeeeeWas at Moojebing Reserve early on the 
morning of Monday 13 February to witness a fear- 
Some sight - suddenly, apparently from nowhere, 
there appeared a small army of trucks, bob-cats, 
backhoes, front-end loaders and workers, all 
scurrying around under the direction of one Barry 
Keens. All that day and for much of the following 
day, the trucks came and went, bringing tonne 
after tonne of sand and taking away large quant- 
ities of debris. The other machinery carried 
he sand back and forth until there was a pile 
ome two feet high over a large part of the re- 
serve. There was talk that this was actually 
the start of the new clubrooms - could it be that 
the bureaucratic process had at last been beaten?? 


In an exclusive interview later, 3 Barry said 
that, yes, it did appear that finally all the 
necessary bits of paper had been signed and stamped 
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EXTRACTS 
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“BRANCHLINE” 
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He hoped that the grano workers 


and paid for. 
will be able to start the concrete pad on 27 Febru- 
ary. Your reporter will be there for yet another 
exclusive report. 

There had been much gnashing of teeth, stamp- 


ing of feet and use of such words as !@#$Z¢&*, 
talk of Ministerial intervention, etc, but event- 
ually WAWA gave in, after 14 weeks of bureaucratic 
bumbling, duck-shoving, procrastination and double- 
speak. A certain piece of pipe appeared and 
with a water meter on the end of it, they had 
actually connected it to our standpipe as well - 
turn the tap and water pours out, wonders never 
cease!!! 

Having heard the sloshing of water, your 
trusty reporter was there at the crack of dawn 
on Tuesday 28 February to see some of the working 
Class hard at it with theodolite, bits of wood 
and string, wire mesh, hammers and shovels, carry- 
ing out some strange ritual on our pile of sand - 
what did it mean? What was the other worker 
doing with those pieces of plastic piping? Yes, 
it was all happening at Moojebing Reserve - setting 
out for the concrete pour later in the day. 

A few days later, your trusty spy found Barry 
and a few other members shovelling sand onto the 
recently laid concrete. Were they trying to 
make a _ sandwich? Still later, Barry was seen 
with a hose and sprinkler, spreading water over 
this latest layer of sand. What's he up to now? 
Trying to start a nursery? 

My goodness! That lad's got green fingers - 
a few days later, he's got steel girders sprout ing 
from the concrete pad. What next? 

There's a story going the rounds that young 
Barry has bought the total stock of bricks from 
one local company, and suggests that by the time 
that you read this, many of these bricks will 
have been used to fill in the gaps between “he 
steel girders. 


EXTRA EXTRA EXTRA 


Strange tales of satanic goings on at Moo je- 
bing Reserve. Latest report seem to indicate 
certain black rites being performed by the BLF 
(Bloody Lunatic Fringe). Entry to these perfor- 
manceS appears to be by way of a chemical loo 
ticket prior to the reading of the bans. 

The last words heard from Barry were believed 
to be - 

1@#$ZC&*() 1 @#$ZCR*( ) 1 @#$ZCR*() 


These 'words' seemed to have had a magic 
effect, for soon after Easter, four ‘'mudmen' 
appeared and started placing brick upon brick 


(with a layer of 'mud' in between) and within 
a week had built brick walls right around the 
edge of the concrete slab to a height of about 
two metres. 'Tis said they'll be up in the air 
doing this job about the time that you‘ get to 
read this nonsense. 
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LOCO HAULING CONTEST 


David Eckersley's challenge in the last issue 
of The Branchline to match his Marklin locomotive 
against anything that any AMRA member could produce 
for the Loco Hauling Contest on 29 March brought 
a lot of 'heavies' out of the woodwork. 

The 'Dynamometer MkII’ was recalibrated using 
a chemical balance to check the scale readings 
and the measure of performance was agreed with 
David (who was putting up either $100 or $50 worth 
of building kits from his hobby shop, The Station 
House, depending on whether his loco was defeated 
by one of ours or vice versa. 

He did not have to worry too much - the best 
that we could produce was Simon Mead's Athearn 
CP Rail SW1500 switcher (which he had bought at 
a recent AMRA auction!) and it pulled 142 grams 
or 59.17% of its weight. David produced his 
Marklin model of a Belgian Railways MY1000 diesel 
outline locomotive with two six-wheel bogies after 
all the challengers had had a go. It pulled 
the guts out of our Dynamometer (fortunately, 
in the recalibration, we had increased its range!), 
heaving some 450 grams or 70.87% of its weight. 

Not to be outdone was one of David's friends, 
John Heymans, who produced two other Marklin loco- 
motives. One of these, a Deutschesbahn Class 191 
with two six-wheel bogies, all with adhesion tyres, 
pulled 78.93% of its weight and his Deutschesbahn 
Class 85 Steam locomotive with 10 tyred driving 
wheels (And an unknown number of motors!) pulled 
84.74% of its weight. As John was not a member 
of AMRA (I believe he is thinking of joining 
thoug}), David's challenge was not’ overturned 
by gny AMRA member ' s loco and, as a result, the 

'cfnsolation prize’ of $50 of kits was won by 
Sémon Mead. He also received a certificate 'de 
recording his loco's achievement. 
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Exhibition Reports 


HEHE 


ROCKINGHAM EXHIBITION - 29 & 30 January 1989 


There she stands - 
seductive curves; 


what sleek lines; what 
look at those two beautiful 
pistons - pistons!!! Hell's bells, I thought 
Smart was talking about that flaming red head 
that just walked into the hall - no, no; _ he was 
raving on about young Alan Parrott's unfinished 


0 scale ‘Coronation’, which, I am told, he is 
building for ‘her who has to be obeyed', so it 
can sit on the lounge room mantelpiece, would 
you believe! - mind you, it was a wee bit warm 
inthe nals s-cc500 


After that load of Newcastle coal, I would 
like to say a few words about the above Exhibition. 
Some quite good bargains were to be had from three 
commercial stands for those people who had some 
loose change in their pockets - books, videos, 
rolling stock and locos, all were there. 


On the layout side of things, the Southern 
Railway Group were showing how to scenic and make 
a mess in Mum's/wife's kitchen/lounge room by 
sawing and rasping expanded polystyrene foam blocks 
on a section of their new layout. They certainly 


have a few talented kids in their group!! The 
locos on display were very nice, thank you. 
Andrew Morling and family had his 'Steam 


Preservation Society' 
its smooth running - 
with the young ‘uns. 
Rockingham Model Railway Group has_ changed 
the format on their layout to American outline, 
with two or three diesels pulling long lines of 
box cars. I guess the low cost of these items 
makes the American scene attractive to a lot of 


a real delight with 
his Smurfs, a winner 


layout, 
also, 
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modellers. RMRG's self drive layout was along- 
side - this is always a winner with the kids. 
This type of layout is quite a good money spinner 
for clubs. 

'Cockatoo’ - this layout is a credit to John 
Humphries, a member of the RMRG. It is a compact, 
smooth running and nicely scenicked layout based 
on a small siding somewhere in NSW. My spies 
tell me it will be seen at this year's AMRA Exhi- 


bition. Very nice, John. 

Water and soap, tea and biscuits, ‘Thomas 
the Tank Engine’ and kids - yes, they all go to- 
gether. Richard Percy and his very popular layout 


are a smash hit with the ankle biters. Richard 
tells me it was just three weeks in the making. 
In my opinion, this is where it all starts; get 
the kids interested and they become the future 
modellers and club members. 

Last, but not forgotten, was my little lot. 
Everybody seemed to be impressed with the viaduct, 
which I guess will become the highlight of my 
O scale layout 'Chiselhurst'. The display of 
Alan Parrott's locos got the passing nod, with 
all its curves and sleek lines!! 

Well, folks, that was the RMRG's small exhi- 
bition for '89. I quite enjoyed myself meeting 
old friends and talking trains and watching the 
odd video or two. 

Oh, by the way, 
red head's gone???? 


I wonder where the flaming 


Richard Smart 
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AMRA (VICTORIAN BRANCH) 1989 EXHIBITION 


I recently had the good fortune to be paid 
by Telecom to attend the 1989 AMRA Victorian Branch 
Exhibition! Well, actually, they also asked 
me to attend a Data General computer course, but, 
of course, this was of secondary importance, but 
with fortunate timing. 

The Exhibition venue, the Camberwell Civic 
Centre, makes our Wool Pavilion look a bit spartan 
by comparison, but then we don't go to look at 
the venue, do we? There were 14 operating layouts 
(excluding trade displays), five Australian, three 
British, four American and two European. Inter- 
estingly, I counted 11 of what I would call 
‘traders' - a rather high ratio of ‘trade’ to 
layouts! Perhaps this is an indication of the 


number of model railway traders in and around 
Melbourne, as compared to Perth. There were 
also several static displays, including some 1/12 
(1" to the foot) scale V/Line rolling stock, live 
steamers and entries in this year's AMRA Open 
Modelling Competition. 

Some of the layouts were particularly well 
presented with overhead fascia boards, photos 
and notes on the prototype and plenty of spot- 
lighting. In fact, the latter was noticeably 
lacking on one layout and highlighted (low light- 
ed?) the necessity of good lighting to attract 
interest. A very nice touch on a couple of lay- 
outs was the matching shirts worn by the operators, 
which presented a very professional appearance. 
My personal favourite was 'Crafton' based on Graf- 
ton in NSW, although '‘Broadford' and ‘'Kyneton' 
were both very good. 

In the foyer was plenty of evidence, including 
video coverage, of the recent visit to Melbourne 
by a REAL locomotive, ‘Flying Scotsman’. Fair 
made me drool, it did! Now if only Telecom had 
timed that course a little earlier!! 

Also in the foyer was a group of modellers 


demonstrating their skills. Inside the main 
hall was a demonstration with a difference, that 
of a layout under construction. While I was 


there (on the first of the four days), the partly 
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finished baseboard 'skeletons' were set up, but 
I gather from the sheets of plastic covering the 
carpeted floor that the scenic materials were 
going to by flying thick and fast once they warmed 
to their task. 

As an added bonus to attending the Exhibition, 
I was lucky enough to meet Norm Read (the Federal 
Registrar) just as I was about to leave. §Unfor- 
tunately, due to time constraints (I barely made 
the plane in the finish as it was!), we could 
only talk for a short while, but it was interesting 
to talk with people from 
fence". There were some favourable comments 
on the content of The Branchline and interest 
expressed in the progress (or otherwise) of our 
new Clubrooms building. All in all, a very enjoy- 
able afternoon. Thank you, AMRA_ (Victorian 
Branch) and Telecom! | 

I have left my copy of the Exhibition Guide 
and Voting Slip on the Noticeboard at Meltham 
for anyone who may be interested. 

John Martin 
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Editor's Scrapbox 


Clangers located in the last issue of The 
Branchline, include the following: 

Describing Doris Nelson as a 
I invented a new word - of course, I meant lumber- 
jill. Can't even claim that 'j' is next to ‘1! 
on the typewriter keyboard! But I do like the 
ring of jumber jill! 

There may have been others! 


"jumber jill’ - 


This issue of The Branchline is a little 
later than usual - you noticed? Usually, we 
publish in the last week of the odd numbered months 
but in the past couple of years, this has been 
coinciding with the timetable for the publication 
of Journal. This has come about since Journal 
went from four times a year to six a year. The 
end result is that WA members often get both Jour- 
nal and The Branchline on the same day (or just 
a few days apart) and then go through a drought 
period of two months before the whole thing repeats 

an attempt to break this 'nexus' 


mead In 
mand to plan the publication dates of The Branchline 


around an overseas holiday of seven weeks’ duration 
that I will be taking later in the year, I. am 
deliberately 'slipping' the publication dates 
by a couple of weeks for the rest of this year. 
On present planning, these dates (and the deadlines 
for contributions) are as follows: 


Issue Deadline Publication Delivery to 
Date Perth 
Addresses 
June 5 June 14 June 16. June 
August 31 July 12 August 15 August 
October 11 October 21 October 24 October 
December 4 December 13 December 15 December 


I had a letter recently from John Neville, 
one of our members, whose friend Robert Goodman 
had passed away in Albany last. September, and 
had bequested his model railway layout to the 
Town of Albany. The principal of the accounting 
firm handling the administration of the estate 


@:: one Barry Bickford, a ‘prototype and model rail- 
" Way enthusiast, and he has come up with the idea, 


which he has 'sold' to the Albany Town Council, 
that this layout should be made into an exhibition 
model railway, much like the ones seen at British 
seaside resorts, to be housed in the old railway 
Station building in Albany. Barry advertised 


"t'other side of the | 


in the local newspaper about his idea and seeking 
recruits with railway modelling skills to assist 
him in this project. The net effect is, I under- 
stand, that over 20 people responded. Each was 
unknown to the others! Barry has convened a 
planning meeting to organise this project among 
these volunteers and as a by-product of this, 
they have formed the Albany Model Railway Assoc- 
iation. We wish them well with the project and 
with their club in the future. If any member 
Staying in Albany would like to help with this 
project in the next month or so, they should con- 
tact Barry Bickford at his work number 098 41 3736. 


Had a call recently from Garry Coomb (who 
although not a member of AMRA has contributed 
to The Branchline in the past and in this issue) - 
we got talking about various things and he told 
me that he is attempting to drum up interest among 
modellers of the US prototype who live south of 
the Swan River and generally west of the Canning 
(although this latter geographic line is not too 
pedantically applied). If you would like to 
be among kindred souls, give Garry a 'bell' on 
354 2089 (ah). 

We've received an invitation from the Stirling 
Philatelic Society to participate with them at 
their regular monthly meeting on 24 May, when 
they're having a ‘Railway Night’. Their members 
will be putting on a display of a railway nature 
and they have asked AMRA members to display ‘some 
of their models’. Unfortunately this coincides 
with one of the scheduled Branch meeting nights - 
actually, not a 'meeting', but a gathering dedi- 
cated to Exhibition preparations - so we have 
had to decline the invitation officially. It, 
however, any AMRA member would like to be involved 
with this one, the place is the Anglican Parish 
Centre in Brompton Road, Wembley Downs and the 
time is 7.45 pm on 24 May. The Secretary of 
the Stirling Philatelic Society is Mr G N Elliott, 
who will no doubt give more details if phoned 
on 446 4794, 

Another one where a member of AMRA may wish 
to get involved. We had a call from an Ian Stag- 
les of 8 Fairlight Rise, Kallaroo, who wants some 
help with the construction of a model railway 
for an intellectually handicapped child. He 
has an amount of Hornby and Lima gear already, 
and envisages a layout in a corner location, meas- 
uring perhaps 2.5 m x 1.5 om. He is prepared 
to pay for any help given. If you are interested, 
phone him on 307 5172 (H) or 409 8333 (W). 


No more ‘Old Iron' at the moment, thank you! 
Remember the advertisement in the December issue 
of The Branchline for unwanted chassis bits and 
pieces from old Airfix mineral wagon kits. Well, 
I've been inundated with bits and pieces from 
Gus Durham, Kevin Derrick and Ted Thoday. And 
I have even had a large quantity of ‘any old iron' 
from a former NSW Branch member of AMRA (Les Ford- 
ham) who recently moved to South Australia and 
in packing up, found just what I had been wanting! 
Les had read about my needs in the last issue 
of Journal, where John Harry had (very sensibly) 
reprinted my advertisement from the December issue 
of The Branchline. Thanks, John and Les. It 
just goes to show how friendly AMRA members can 
be to each other. Net effect is that I now have 
enough gear to make another 14 of the sort of 
wagon that I described in my original advertise- 
ceil if only I had the time though to complete 
them! 
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New Clubrooms 


WE NOW HAVE A STRUCTURE ON MOOJEBING RESERVE 


WHICH IS LOOKING LIKE OUR NEW CLUBROOMS! (No, 
not just a site shed) 
Work on our site is well under way, and at 


this date, 7 April, we have a floor, most of the 
steel frame erected (only the roof purlins are 
awaited -— due apparently to a shortage of steel!) 
and the brickwork is approaching 50% completion. 
The walls should be finished by about 17 April, 
and then electrical and plumbing work can be done. 
Quotes have been called for roofing and insulation 
and, if we can obtain materials (which are also 
in short supply), we could have a roof in place 
about the third week of April - well, perhaps 
a week later! 


We will need some carpentry work done and 
there are the ceilings to be fixed. Any members 
who can do this work can obtain unpaid employment 
with us! We will also need painters and tilers, 
both wall and floor, in the near future, so line 
up and sign on!! 

We will also need some money! Please buy 
a book of the Club's raffle tickets (see letter 
from Ted Thoday in the Exhibition Pack, enclosed 
with this issue of The Branchline sent to members) 
and sell some to your friends to help us get the 
rest of the money needed to complete the building 
and surrounds. 

Thanks to all who have helped so far and 
forward thanks to those who will be helping in 
the future - that includes YOU AND YOU and YOU!! 
Please come and have a look at our new building, 
which will be the envy of many clubs and groups. 

Alan Porter has spent many hours at the site 
with his trusty video camera to record the various 
stages of the construction, and I am sure that 
we shall see a very informative and interesting 
tape at a later date. Thanks, Alan, for your 
efforts and also your company and comments during 
your visits to site - we seem to arrive on site 
at the same time on many occasions! 

Barry Keens 
Project Manager 
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Library Notes 


The bad news first! Library fees have been 

increased and it will now cost you 50¢ to borrow 
a book or a box of magazines for a period of four 
weeks. 
The goods news next! With the extra funds gener- 
ated, we hope to be able to purchase selected 
books on modelling to improve our reference facil- 
ities and to obtain more current magazines. 
Please keep borrowing, as this is still a small 
price to pay for the service offered. 

We are trying out a new system of listing 
the magazines in the Library which will, we hope, 
enable us to produce a catalogue of magazine hold- 
ings over several issues of The Branchline in 
the near future. 

We have a good quantity of 
sale and this will be your last 
them before the Exhibition, when 
them to the public. 

I could fill a page with new additions, but 
let you find out for yourselves on your next 
visit. Ted Thoday has donated a copy of his 
reference book on model railway drawings, which 
is well worth looking at. (It cannot be removed 
from the Library - it is a follow-on from the 
model railway drawings listings in S A Leleux's 
"An Index to Railway Model Drawings' and its 
supplement and those in the Model Railway Construc- 


magazines for 
chance to buy 
we will offer 


will 
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tor Special No 7 - Model Drawings Reference Book. 
Both of these are in the Library and Ted's treatise 
continues the listings in the same magazines cover- 
ed beyond the years that these two works finish 
at, as well as covering some other magazines which 
had not been covered by the other two references. 
Please note that the drawings indexed in Ted's 
treatise are those in magazines published in Brit- 
ain and are therefore predominantly British railway 
items, although there's a sprinkling of foreign 
stuff from Continental Modeller listings. How 
about the North American and the European modellers 
Sis something about indexing the drawings of 
tne 


railway items of their prototype interest 
that have appeared in the relevant magazines? 
The Aussie modellers are okay - Australian Model 


Railway Magazine has recently produced its own 
25-year index of drawings, etc, published in that 
magazine.) 
Good reading. 
Barry Keens 
Branch Librarian 


KHKEE 


A Cautionary Tale 


Derrick Enterprises sells silicone 
which is great for gear lubrication. 
Branch Inc) sells PVA glue, 
sticking things together. 

Now normally the only thing these two items 
have in common is that they are both white.  How- 
ever, if they are both kept in syringes, for ease 
of use, the plot thickens. Enter a sibling who 
requires some glue for a School project and Dad's 
not home. No problem, the glue is in a syringe 
on the layout. 

Sometime later, when Dad arrives home, he 
is quizzed - 'How long does it take for this glue 
to. dry? We used it ages ago!'. You guessed 
a! Dad now has an empty grease syringe and 
sibling had a devil of a job getting glue to stick 
to a greasy surface. 

The moral of the story is, either lock up 
your layout when you're not around OR label your 
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grease, 
AMRA (WA 
which is great for 


Syringes. You have been warned! 
John Martin 
HHH HHH HHI RRR 
Program 
JUNE 
2 Fri Setting up the Exhibition 


Most of us have vivid and pleasant memories 
of such Fridays (Exhibition 'eve), so pitch in 
and pull your weight, either at the Showgrounds 
Or as a member of the loading and transport team, 
shifting our gear from Meltham to the venue. 


3 Sat  ») 
4 Sun) Model Railway Exhibition 
5 Mon ) 


As many volunteers as possible required on 
the rosters to even out the load on the 'few' 
see the roster form enclosed in the Exhibition 
Pack for members enclosed within the envelope. 


Apart from helping out on the day at the > 


venue, we'll require some help after we shut the 
doors on the Exhibition, to clean up the Hall 
and to load up all the gear to come back to the 


Clubrooms - perhaps, it will be to the NEW Club- 
rooms. 
10 Sat General Club Activities 


Today we sort out what from which, if we 
can find where it was dumped late on Monday even- 
ing! Check at Meltham where we've dumped the 


é 
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“ gear though! - it may be at the NEW Clubrooms. Tore it into little pieces and stuck it down 
6 all over the embankment. When dry, I pulled 


pe Med = General ies Achevities seven-eights of the hair away and painted it to 


On these occasions, you will be able to do 
as much as you like, at Meltham - the Haltwhistle 
layout requires work to be done on it, as does 
the Colorado and Pacific Railroad (9 mm gauge), 
the Library will generally be open for you to 
browse or to borrow from (or to help make some 
more storage boxes) and there will be other railway 
enthusiasts (model and prototype) to chat to and 
to ask questions of. 


19 Mon Exhibition Post Mortem 

Well, we all enjoy this one - finding out 
how we did, was it all worthwhile, could we have 
done better and what should we do next time round! 
Come along and have your say, but don't expect 
to get a good hearing if you've had nothing to 
do with helping to run the Exhibition! 


24 Sat Beginner's Guide to Landscaping, Part 1 
This is a bit of a mystery; hopefully, some 
"planners' will be able to explain it in due course 


28 Wed Slide Night 
It's a long time (including several holidays) 
since we last saw some members’ slides - with 


luck, there might even be some new ones around - 
don't be shy, we might prefer yours to ours!! 
JULY 
3 Mon Model Locomotive Building Tips 
8 Sat General Club Activities 
12 Wed Auction | . 
17 Mon General Club Activities 
22 Sat Beginner's Guide to Landscaping - Part 
2 
26 Wed General Club Activities 
31 Mon General Club Activities 
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All meetings are held in the Branch Clubrooms, 
which are on Meltham Station, unless otherwise 
stated in the Notes. The times of the meetings 
are as follows: 

Mondays and Wednesdays 

Saturdays 


8 pm 
2 pm 


@ The rooms will be open at least 15 minutes 
earlier than these times (if the Duty Committeeman 
remembers! ). Visitors are always welcome - just 
introduce yourself to the Duty Committeeman and 
he will make you 'feel at home' by showing you 
the facilities and by introducing you to some 
of the members. 

Members' fees at meetings: 
Senior members - 50¢ 
Student members - 25¢ 

This covers tea or coffee or cocoa and bis- 
cuit. Cool drinks are available at a modest 
charge from the refrigerator. No fee for vis- 
itors - unless they come too often without joining 
up! 
HHH HH HHH 
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IT'll Be Alright On the Day, 
| Hope! 


Any of the members who have watched the video 
"Another Lineside Look at Model Railways’ will 
have admired the layout ‘Petherick’ by Barry Nor- 
man. Watching him demonstrating how to 'make' 
grass seemed easy enough. 

Having retained a quantity of the old type 
hairy carpet underlay when recarpeting, it seemed 
an easy exercise to bleach it as _ recommended. 
Two applications later, the second with undiluted 
bleach, the underlay dried virtually the same 
shade that it went in! 


the colour mix as per Barry Norman. 

Somehow, it doesn't look the same as the 

video. All I have is a scruffy brown hairy mess 
with a slight green tinge. 
Tried doing the short grass - thin coat of 
dyed lint stuck face down, left to dry. 
Upon curing, pulled gently, 80% great, remaining 
202 non-existent, as main sub-base now clinging 
to lint which is in my right hand. 

Two attempts later, have decided to revert 
back to original method of gluing lint as a sheet 
to sub-structure. 

Painted the lint same colour as long grass, 
but appears totally different (unlike video, where 
long and short grasses similar in colour). 

Although to date, far from impressed with 
overall appearance, will persevere and hope the 
module will be finished enough to let my colleagues 
at AMRA view my 'Yeti' section where I hope it 
will be exhibited as an extension to my existing 
terminus. Promise not to laugh. 

Petherick is built to 4 mm scale, my layout 
is 7 mm narrow gauge, so extra roughness of grass 
is acceptable - at least, that's my excuse. 

John White 
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Have You Seen? 


IN THE MODEL RAILWAY PRESS 


Model Railways 

January: A light-hearted look at _ the 
ficticious Protoscale Society. Construction 
review of the MIK kit for BR's new Class 91 Electra 
- the article gives some prototype information 
and photographs. Camera and Comment looks at 
the GWR 2-8-Os and the empty mineral train. 
The Drefor Railway is an O09 narrow gauge exhi- 
bition layout to 4 mm scale with excellent scenic 
treatment and some candid views on some commonly 
used scenic materials. Model Railways has ob- 
viously been reading The Branchline (!), for On 
Being Bitten by the Bug is a How I got Started 
in the Hobby article spread over two months and 
describing one man's 40 years in the hobby. 
A photo essay covering the ex-Southern CCT and 
PMV vans now used as Departmental Vans. Photo 
News looks at a three-car DEMU and a PAA covered 
sand hopper - both in colour. Compensating 3 mm 
scale locomotives - techniques probably applicable 
also to 4 mm scale. Extensive coverage of Vic 
Green's latest masterpiece, a 7 mm scale Stanier 
BF. Minden signal box, a 4 mm scale model which 
won a Bronze Medal at the last Model Engineering 
Exhibition - its construction is described. Goods 
Arrival looks at Ratio’s N scale models of an 
engine shed and platform canopy, Bilteezi sheets 
new additions and a new casting resin which is 
said to be odourless and fast-setting. 


HHH HH 


February: Alternative Baseboards - this is 
one of those simple but extremely effective methods 
of joining and supporting layout baseboards that 
you are left wondering why no-one thought of it 
before (could become the industry standard). A 
review of Noch Instant Scenics cameos which come 
fully painted and grassed - most useful for that 
odd corner, etc. Camera and Comment looks at 
a couple of weary and dirty work horses, an LNER 
04/8 2-8-0 and a J27 0-6-0 both in colour. The 
George Norton etched metal kit for the LNWR Cavli- 
flower O-6-O built and reviewed. Another. pictor- 
ial essay covering Departmental Vans, this one 
looking at Maunsell van DS795 - useful weathering 
inspiration here! Bitten by the Bug, Part 2, 
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a look at the author's extensive layout. 


Drawings, photograph and prototype information 
on LNWR glass wagon to Dia 42, together with a 
description of building one 'from_ scratch’. 


Penthaven Bridge, a GWR layout, previously des- 
cribed in the May 1988 issue, has its top class 
scenic modelling examined in detail. Review 
of diesel bogie kits supplied by Tru-Scale Models. 
Gauge O Review looks at some of the many latest 
7 mm scale product arrivals and reviews the K&L 
turnouts. Some conversions of the Keil-Kraft 
of modern image road trucks (the six units in 
this range are the Volvo F12, DAF 2800, Ford Trans- 
‘continental, Mercedes 2238S, Peterbilt 354 Conven- 
tional, Kenworth Aerodyne Conventional and Foden 
Haulmaster eight-wheel rigid tipper). More on 
the superb 7 mm scale Stanier 8F by Vic Green 
and his general experience of scratchbuilding 
for customers. Goods Arrival goes into the assem- 
bly of the Ratio N scale station building. 


Hand painted back scenes — how to 
do them. Previews of the Graham Farish N scale 
Class 47, MkII (TSO) and MkII (FO) coaches in 
NSE livery, the Hornby Princess and authentic 
English buildings, as well as Lima's pre-production 
model of the BR Class 31. A mainly pictorial 
look at ex-SR 25 ton brake vans, with ample proto- 
type information. Camera and Comment looks at 
the GWR at Old Oak Common. Cyrstal Springs, 


an American N scale layout. MR/Met shunter's 
truck, drawings and prototype information. Port 
Warren, an O scale dock railway. The Nu-Cast 
2 mm scale NER P2/3 loco kit constructed and re- 
‘viewed. A Caley Coaches Caledonian Railways 
, coach kit constructed. and reviewed. Detailing 
the new Lima BR Class 40/12 locomotives. Goods 
Arrival looks at the Lima BR Class 31, six new 
locomotive releases (BR Classes 40, 47 and 50 
variants), London Transport livery paints, Tiny 
Signs travel posters, Gauge 0 pointwork, Railmatch 
paints and a Kibri thatched house kit. | 
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March: 


KEKE 


Railway Modeller 

February: Railway of the Month looks 
at Carstairs Junction, a modern image 4 mm scale 
16.5 mm gauge layout based on Carstairs on the 
WCML in Scotland and paying due attention to proto- 
type operations. Sleeper-built lineside features 
modelled in 4 mm scale (fences, foot crossings, 
coaling stage). Scratchbuilding of concrete 
shelters. A very nice fine scale OO layout, 
based on Narbeth in west Wales and built by the 
Cardiff 4 mm Group. Arquebus, a contractor's 
locomotive modelled in 30 mm to the foot scale 
(about 1/10th scale) using plywood and running 
on G gauge track. Modelling a GER Adams Ironclad 
4-4-0 in 7 mm scale - these 1877 engines had only 
screw operated hand brakes! Drawings, photographs 
and prototype information on the LMS Royal Scot 
4-6-Os as built. Consideration of the BR Rail- 
freight vans, with information on the FAT-19 sus- 
pension (drawing and photograph) and how to modify 
the Hornby model of the VEA Vanwide to the VMW, 
VWV (T) and the VWV (S) variants. Feature on 
Festiniog Railway wagons, built to 5$ mm scale 
from styrene sheet and tinplate, etc, with photos 
in colour and black and white. The South Devon 
Railway modelled in 1:120 scale. More on the 
Blair Atholl layout featured in the January issue 
of Railway Modeller - this time looking at the 
rolling stock and operation on the layout (the 
latter is very interesting. Prototype infor- 
mation, photograph and drawings of the Highland 
Railway Small Ben 4-4-0 locomotives. The Tidmeric 
Light Railway of the Twickenham and District MRC 
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(O-16.5) has an interesting use of coreless motors 
for driving points as a replacement for worn out 
H&Ms. Plan of the Month gives sketches of St 
Ives, Helston, Bude, Callington, Princetown, Yeal- 
mpton, Kingsbridge, Ashburton and Seaton layouts 
- all GWR and SR stations in Cornwall and Devon 
any of which could provide an inspiration for 
a layout or a freelance design could be derived 
from the best of each! 


March: Ramsfield, a fictional modern 
image 4 mm scale 16.5 mm gauge layout based on 
a fictional location in the West Riding of York- 
shire and built to finescale standards by the 
Pontefract MRC - it captures the time and character 
of its imaginary location well. Building a train 
of hopper wagons using R-T-R vehicles and kits, 
with weathering and real. loads. Detailing the 
Hornby streamlined Coronation class locomotive. 
Part 1 of a two-part series on building fully 
detailed stations and platforms - this one deals 
with the aims and objectives of the work, the 
research, the dimensions and surfaces found on 
the prototype and a look at Royston Junction as 
a model. Back to the Roots shows how legal access 
can be obtained (in Britain) to a closed station, 
now used as a private residence, and the wealth 
of information on a prototype station that can 
be turned up with a bit of ‘research’. Another 
West Riding modern image layout, this one also 
finescale 00 using Code 75 bullhead and featuring 


overhead catenary - although not as well covered 
photographically, Calder Bridge is of similar 
excellent quality to Ramsfield above. Another 


West Riding layout, smaller this one and steam 
era; it's Laisterwaite and features an ex LNWR/ 
ex NER joint station. Making NER signals work 
in 4 mm scale - although dealing with the construc- 
tion of the D&S etched metal kit for the slotted 
post of the NER, there are some useful hints on 
operating mechanisms which apply to other semaphore 
types. Faced with a track record of much procras- 
tination in the past, keith Mumby challenged him- 
self to build a 3' x 1' layout in 009 in 24 hours 
flat - and succeeded! He tells you how!! Whew! ! 
West Midland 1988 is a 4 mm scale OO layout based 
on a number of favous layouts built by the late 
Edward Beal and is a memorial to him as well: 
there's plenty of examples of clever application 
of proprietary equipment here. The Cedar Valley 
Line, an 00 layout based on the CWR at a ficticious 
location near to Swindon based on a 17' x 10' 
loft conversion and using superdetailed OO gear. 
Junior Modeller looks at two school layouts, in 
colour, and shows that there's; great prospects 
for the next generation. The very attractive 


Cornish station of Perranweel riodelled. Fourth 
article on building a model cf Rowsley - this 
one deals with the MR coaling stage. A 7 mm 


scale 0-16.5 industrial narrow geuge line contained 
mostly in a 40" x 15" drawer (!). Another small 
layout, 9' x 2', built as a first layout and based 
loosely on somewhere in eastern England. Drawings, 
prototype information and photograph of the Barry 
Railway's Class F O-6-OST. New Buxton, a half 
real/half imaginary Buxton 'on the Peak District, 
modelled in OO and modern image again, giving 
lots of scope for plenty of modern diesels stabled 
at the MPD; nice modelling in a 12' x 3’ space. 
Two excellent photographs of Aberystwyth in the 
mid to late 50s. Full information, photographs 
and track diagram of the Kilmersdon Colliery in- 
cline near Radstock, where loaded wagons haul 
the empties up a height of about 60' on a 1 in 8 
slope - interesting and unusual prototype to model. 
Third report on the new prodicts proposed for 
1988 - the other two were in the January and Febru- 
ary issues. 


ww track, 
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7 than S4) located in New Zealand - after 20 years, 


April: Dawarton, a compact 4 mm _ scale 
layout 16' x 2'3" built with K&L Finescale chaired 
depicting a predominantly NER style ter- 
minus - excellent scenery, especially the warehouse 
and the other scratchbuilt railway buildings using 
Das for texturing. Drawings, photographs and 
prototype information on the SR Bulleid Light 
Pacific locomotives, followed by an article on 
building a Ravenscale etched metal kit of the 
SR West Country on a Kemilway etched metal chassis 
kit - lots of snags encountered! More on Rowsley, 
this time building a couple of MR railway cottages, 
drawings of two different types and several photo- 
graphs to assist model making. Modifying the 
Hornby model of the LMS Black Five to the Caprotti 
variant using a Crownline detailing kit. Infor- 
mation on Engineer's Inspection Coaches. Progress 
pictorial and textual essay on the Model Railway 
Club's N scale layout depicting Copenhagen fields, 
just out of Kings Cross on the ECML;_ so far, 
after nearly six years, they've done an area 
2.2 m x 2.9 m (and they've done it well too) with 
another 3.1 mm x 3.9 mm section yet to come - 
TREMENDOUS example of what you can do in N scale 
Qin lots of space! Leeway Park, an exhibition 
style, modern image junction modelled in 4 mm 
scale in a space of 6.135 m x 2.14 m (that's 
20' x 7'6" for slow learners) - no station there, 
just a junction out in the country. Modelling 
the BR 150/2 DMU Sprinter in N scale using Farish 
body shells and Bachmann F9 bogies. More branch 
line terminus diagrams in sketch form from Dorset, 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight (Lyme Regis, Swan- 
age, Lymington Pier, Hayling Island, Ventnor and 


Bembridge), the Mendips and Cotswolds (Burnham- 
on-Sea, Nailsworth, Stroud, Tetbury and Cirences- 
ter) and the Home Counties and the Chilterns (Wat- 
lington), Marlow, Croxley Green, Buntingford and 
Westerham). Part 2 of the article on modelling 
station platforms properly, with correct slopes, 
paving, edging stones, etc. More promises for 
1989 in the British Toy and Hobby Fair report - 
the Hornby semi-detached villas look interesting. 


a 


of a 7 mm scale model built, 
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No 26: Article on the LNWR Webb Teutonic 
Class 2-2-2-O compound locomotives, 11 pages with 
five prototype photographs, eight photographs 


a general outline 


drawing and 13 sketches of various detail parts, © 


as well as a very good text covering the prototype 
and the building of the model. Information and 
photographs on two different types of L & YR break 
vans and scratchbuilding a model of each in 
7 mm scale, including use of real glass for glaz- 
ing. Also, a quick review of the D&S etched 
metal kit of another type of LYR break van. In- 
formation, including drawings and _ photographs 
of the six Pullman cars on the LMS used in Scotland 
and their careers after purchase by the LMS as 
unclassified restaurant cars. Clocks at railway 
Stations - a study of a number of examples useful 
for modelling purposes. Four terrific photographs 
of Tamerig Central, a 4 mm/00 layout based on 
LMS practice which is over 20 years old, but still 
up to current standards - great canal side scene 
included. Guy Williams goes into GWR 4000 gallon 
tenders and how to model them WELL, including 
rake and water pick-up gear. Critical analysis 
f the pentroller, a Pendon designed electronic 
controller for the Portescap motor. More from 
Bob Essery supplementing his previous articles 
on track work in MRJ Issues 22 and 23. Fight 
photographs and a site plan of a magnificent dead 
scale 4 mm layout (which means it's more correct 


a a 


the owner has laid 8:50' 


of track depicting the 
four-track main line of the LMS in Triang Cutting 
north of Watfor, absolutely superb. Letter set- 
ting out a method of cutting back to size the 


oversized R-T-R private owner wagons of Airfix, 


Mainline, Dapol and Replica. 


No 27: Article by Frank dyer, telling the 
story of Borchester, his famous 00 layout, which 
surprisingly measures up well to the standard 
of the other layouts normally covered in MRJ - it 
must be something to do with the quality of the 
running, for which Frank Dyer is somewhat of a 
martinet to any team helping him to run his layout 
at an exhibition. Modification of the Wills 
cast iron urinal kit to a smaller version with 
different modesty walls. The first of a new 
series, titled Structures Worth Modelling, has 
a useful sketch of a small pub in North Shields, 
Tyneside. A novel approach to the problem of 
fiddle yars on out and and back type layouts and 
a method of avoiding handling the stock when rever- 
Sing the trains; this ome has a fiddle box and 
train and loco cassettes - full details and working 
drawings for construction of the whole thing are 
given. Some more photographs of the incredidle 
New Zealand layout desribed in Issue No 26. 
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Scale Model Trains 


December: What's New reviews the Lead Sled 
cast metal kit of a 1940s Austin 10 hp utility 
truck. Full details on the standard MR asbestos 
cement hut. A look at the introduction of Hornby 
Dublo 50 years ago, with a facsimile of the very 
first advertisement which appeared in Meccano 
Magazine in September 1938, also a later double 
page spread from the September 1939 issue when 
war clouds were a-gathering. Description of 
how a modeller runs a _ three-rail Hornby Dublo 
layout to timetable (and has lots of fun and mental 
Stimulus). Building a small warehouse, suitable 
for a feed and seed merchant, from a mixture of 
Vollmer and Wills kit parts. The story of the 
Cromford and High Peak Railway in the high Pen- 
nines - station layouts, modelling potential end 
Pan Detailing the Hornby Class 25 diesel 

oco. 


January: Concluding part 3 of the series 
on the OO Melbury layout covered in the October 
and Noember issues - an overview of the builder's 
philosophy about Peco track and ballast, baseboard 
construction methods, buildings and their weather- 
ing, terrain and final detailing without going 
Over the top. A suggested layout based on 
Farringdon, an inner London station. with Under- 


ground (Met) lines and the Widened Lines used 


by the Big Four railways - confined location with 
almost vertical retaining walls make it appropriate 
for space starved modellers. Detailing Lima's 
Alco Century C420 diesel loco. A modeller's 
guide to trackwork - definitions of all the parts, 
examples of various applications. Making a plate- 
layer's trolley in O scale. A bit more on the 
EM1 (Class 76) and EM2 (Class 77) electric locos 
of BR. A modern fixed distant board and how 
to model it. Drawings of a Vale of Rheidol second 
class open coach and of a V of R Vista coach. 
The seventh part of the series by Malcolm Carlsson 
about his compact O scale layout (7'2" 1'6"} 
which covers the small details, such as station 
waiting shelter, lamp hut, coal order office, 
coal bins, various timbers on point sleepers, 
ee Extracts provided by B E Thoday and A A Porter 
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Overhead Catenary System 


HO & N gauge 


©, 
SOMMERFELDT 


OVE ERHE AD - 


Use of overnead 
catenary in 
conjunction with reer 
normal two-rail 
system, greatly 
increases the 


operational CONTROLLER _ | 

potential of a For the average and perfectionist meddle, Systems to sult 

layout. HO, N, Narrow Gauge HOe, and HOm and Trams . 
For the Australian Modeller going over the Electric | raction & 

we have “H” profile all metal Mainline Mast, galvanised 

finish. 


CSEUTHED 
DIMENSIONS OF GENERATORS 
for HO/OO Locos HO Houses 


5s 
35 a 
aa =. 


FINE NOZZLE 
EVEN FLOW 

MOULDED BOTTLE 
FULL LENGTH CAP 
BROAD BASE 


Featuring:- 


SMOKE GENERATORS 
Fit a smoke generator to your Steam or Diesel 
Loco, House, Factory or Ship. 

We stock units for most models in HO/OO, 
and No. 1 (L.G.B.) guage and have Special units 
for Fleischmann, Hamo, Liliput, Marklin, Roco. 


AVAILABLE FROM GOOD HOBBY SHOPS THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA 
UrOMOdel po. Box 388 MITTAGONG 2575 - Phone: (048) 71 2717 
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